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Welcome to  
Senior School
Senior School embraces the final three years of 
schooling: Years 10, 11 and 12. These years are 
the culmination of all the effort and inspiration 
of our students’ learning in Primary and Middle 
School; the years of their journey through the 
South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE). 
It’s a time when students explore and develop 
their special gifts and talents in preparation to leave 
school and enter the world of work and tertiary 
study. 

Our core values in Senior School reflect three key Bibli-
cal callings:

 » Stewardship – Caring for and developing God’s 
creation (Genesis 1:26-28)

 » Discipleship – Growing as disciples of Jesus, and 
taking the good news of Jesus out to the world 
(Matthew 28:18-20)

 » Living well – Care of self and others, with love being the key ingredient (Ephesians 4: 29 to 
5:2)

Our fundamental aim is to send each of our students out into the world ready and able to lead a happy 
and fulfilling life, serving God, and making a difference in the world. We hope that Senior School and 
SACE will not be the end of their education, but that they will become life-long learners, continuing to 
grow in their understanding and love of God and His creation. 

This Senior School Curriculum Handbook has been prepared to acquaint students and parents with:

 » the course requirements and subject selection processes for Year 10, incorporating the 
Australian Curriculum 

 » course requirements and subject selection processes for SACE in Year 11 and Year 12

 » content and assessment of subjects offered for study in Years 10, 11 and 12

Beginning in Term 3 for Years 9, 10 and 11, we lead students through the subject selection processes for 
the following year. Each student is given assistance in planning a program of study tailored both to their 
individual interests, abilities and needs, and to the career pathway they wish to follow, in line with the 
Personal Learning Plan (PLP) that each student develops as part of their SACE.

It is our firm belief that God has a great plan and purpose for each of our students, and that it is our 
exciting task at Torrens Valley Christian School, in partnership with parents, to help them discover what 
these are.

 
Julie Prattis 
Principal
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     Believe in God. Belong to the community.      Become all you were created to be.

 
  

                
 

 

 

 
 Warpulai Yangadlitya — Work for the future.

OUR VISION
Torrens Valley Christian School is a Christ-centred learning environment developing young people 
to believe, belong and become all that God has created them to be.

OUR MISSION
Torrens Valley Christian School is built on faith in Jesus Christ, providing excellence in education. 
Our aim is to nurture children in a Christ centred learning environment in order to develop their full 
academic, creative, personal, physical, moral and spiritual potential.

SCHOOL MOTTO
In Christ - Wisdom and Knowledge

“My purpose is that they might be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have 
the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, 
Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Colossians 2:2-3

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Torrens Valley Christian School is multi-denominational, with students and their parents coming 
from many different branches of the Christian Church. Parents are required to endorse the Nicene 
Creed and at least one parent must have an active Christian commitment. The school emphasises 
the truth of the Scriptures and the reality of God.

Bible teaching forms an essential part of the curriculum. There is a Christian/Biblical perspective to  
all that is taught. All teachers have a Christian commitment and support students in the 
development of Christian values. While completing their secondary education at Torrens Valley 
Christian School students will study the Scriptures so that they are able to apply them to their lives 
and share them with others.



5

     Believe in God. Belong to the community.      Become all you were created to be.

 
  

                
 

 

 

 
 Warpulai Yangadlitya — Work for the future.

WARPULAI YANGADLITYA
Warpulai yangalitya is a Kaurna language phrase given to our school by the Kaurna language 
committee representing the first nation people of the Adelaide Plains.

The phrase combines the Kaurna words ‘warpulai’, which means elbow bone, and ‘yangadlitya’, 
which means for future. Together the two words create a phrase that means ‘work for the future’ — 
literally, put your ‘elbow bone’ into it, and see rewards in the future.

Warpulai yangadlitya inspires students to strategically plan study and work pathways persistently 
investing their best effort to find purpose and fulfilment in future careers, developing their God 
given gifts and interests (Galatians 6:4). Hard work today will reap rewards tomorrow (Galatians 6:9).

We encourage students to seek and discover God’s plan for their lives, to serve God and one 
another with their gifts, becoming all that God created them to be.
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8

UNDERSTANDING THE  
SENIOR SCHOOL JOURNEY
At the start of Senior School our students step into a new learning adventure and bravely decide how 
best to use the gifts and talents that God has given them. At Torrens Valley Christian School we provide 
students with four distinct ‘Learning Journeys’ to choose from. Our learning environment has been 
established to support our school’s mission to provide excellence in education. We seek to honour 
God’s image in our students through offering them multiple opportunities to learn about themselves 
and their role in the renewal and restoration of our world. Our Senior School curriculum offers rigour, 
innovation and flexibility that enables our graduates to develop their full academic, creative, personal, 
physical, moral and spiritual potential. 

Our graduates will have the opportunity to develop and equip their minds, cultivate a heart that looks 
out for others and apply their hands to building skills and capabilities according to their God-given gifts 
and interests. 

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE? 
Student Learning Journeys through our Senior School can lead our graduates to a wide range of post 
school activities.  A metaphor that can help students consider how their Learning Journey can be 
personalised is the concept of a backpack.  Whilst each student’s backpack has similar structural features, 
the contents of the backpack will vary as students engage with learning according to their unique skills 
and interests.  The end goal remains the same, that students would engage and participate in God’s Big 
Story to make an impact as they continue to become all God has created them to be.

RESILIENCE

CRITICAL 
THINKING

CURIOSITY

TRIGONOMETRY

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN

DEEPER RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD

CARPENTRY 
SKILLS

CULTURE SHAPER

STRONG 
COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS

FRIENDSHIP / LOYALTY
WILLINGNESS TO 
SERVE THE 
COMMUNITY

What will your 
backpack be 

filled with 
when you leave 

school?
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Student  
Learning Journeys 
Which adventure 

will you choose?

YEAR 11

YEAR 11

YEAR 10

SACE

SACE + VET

YEAR 12

EQUIPPED FOR 
EMPLOYMENT, VET STUDY 
OR TERTIARY EDUCATION

SACE + VET

SACE + ATAR

SACE + ATAR + VET

SACE
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SACE COMPLETION 
The SACE is well respected on a national and international scale. We are proud of the fact that we are 
able to help our students plan learning journeys that empower them to maximise their learning in the 
SACE and use this qualification to lead them into employment and tertiary study pathways. Students 
who set academic goals at any level are supported and challenged to achieve them. Their personal 
interests and abilities influence the options they include in their final SACE package. 

CHOOSING A LEARNING JOURNEY IN 
SENIOR SCHOOL 
Students are encouraged to understand their God-given vocation to use their gifts and talents to help 
the world to flourish, to care for the world in the way that God himself would care for the world. When 
making choices for their Learning Journey students are challenged to think about how they have been 
gifted with skills and interests and choose future learning opportunities that will extend them. 

This requires students and families to work together Senior School staff to unpack resources and options: 

 + Senior School Pastoral Care program for students with Care Group teachers

 + TVCS Careers Website for students and their families (www.tvcscareers.com.au)

 + Career Conversations with the Senior School Coordinator for parents

 + Subject Expo for students and their families

 + Tertiary Open events for students and their families

 + Subject Selection interviews for students with Care Group teachers

 + VET Enrolment Interviews for students and families with Senior School Coordinator
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What are 
the next 
steps? 1

5
2
43

READ THIS  
HANDBOOK 

ATTEND THE TVCS 
SUBJECT EXPO IN ORDER 
TO CONSULT WITH 
TEACHING STAFF AND 
TERTIARY PROVIDERS 

PREPARE SUBJECT 
SELECTION PREFERENCES 
PRIOR TO STUDENT 
ATTENDING THEIR 
SUBJECT SELECTION 
INTERVIEW IN WEEK 5

CONSULT THE 
SATAC TERTIARY 

ENTRANCE 
BOOKLET (TEB) 

REGARDING 
TERTIARY 

PREREQUISITES 

CONSULT  
TERTIARY PROVIDERS 
REGARDING SUBJECT 

PREREQUISITES 

Please note that whilst we offer a broad range of subject options for students, subjects can only run if 
they attract sufficient student numbers. 

2

SATA
C

T E R T I A R Y  E N T R A N C E 

Tertiary entrance in South Australia and the Northern Territory 

Information for students in years 10, 11 and 12 in South Australian and Northern Territory schools

2021 2022 2023
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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN  
CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
GENERAL INFORMATION
The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is a qualification awarded to students who 
successfully complete their senior secondary education (Years 11 and 12). 

The SACE is designed to meet the needs of students, families, higher and further education providers, 
employers and the community. The SACE helps students develop the skills and knowledge needed to 
succeed – whether they are headed for further education and training, university, an apprenticeship or 
straight into the workforce. 

The certificate is based on two stages of achievement: Stage 1 (mostly undertaken in Year 11) and 
Stage 2 (mostly undertaken in Year 12). Students will be able to choose from a wide range of subjects 
and courses as part of the SACE. 

Achieving the SACE
SACE studies begin in Year 10 and continue through Year 11 and Year 12. 

To gain the certificate, students must earn a minimum of 200 credits. 10 credits are equivalent to one 
semester of study in a particular subject or course. Some students accrue more than the compulsory 
200  credits during Senior School studies. 

Some elements of the SACE are compulsory. These are detailed below.

 + The Personal Learning Plan: Worth 10 credits at Stage 1, completed in Year 10.

 + Stage 1 English courses: At least 20 credits from a range of English courses studied at Stage 1.

 + Stage 1 Mathematics courses: At least 10 credits from a range of Mathematics courses at 
Stage 1.

 + The Research Project: A major in-depth study worth 10 credits at Stage 2, completed in 
Year 11.

 + Stage 2 subjects and courses: At least 60 additional credits in Stage 2 subjects and courses.
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Features of the SACE
 + Students may earn credits for different forms of education and training including academic 

subjects, learning a trade, TAFE, vocational training and community service, provided they are 
recognised by the SACE Board. 

 + Students can return to their studies at any time in the future to complete the SACE without losing 
credit for work already undertaken. 

 + Students are expected to gain and demonstrate essential skills and knowledge for their future, 
focusing on the SACE capabilities. 

 + Students are eligible to receive A to E grades in every Stage 1 and Stage 2 SACE subject. 
Students receive A to E grades in every Stage 1 subject and A+ to E- grades in every  
Stage 2 subject.

 + 30% of work in every Stage 2 subject is externally assessed. This is completed in various ways 
including investigations, exams, practical performances and presentations. 

 + Outside moderators check the school-assessed tasks of Stage 2 subjects to ensure consistent 
grading across the State. 

Meet our  
SENIOR SCHOOL LEADERS

Mrs Emily Brookes 
Secondary Deputy Principal / 
Director of Teaching and Learning

Contact email:  
emily.brookes@tvcs.sa.edu.au

Mrs Catherine Green 
Senior School Coordinator

Contact email:  
catherine.green@tvcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:emily.brookes%40tvcs.sa.edu.au?subject=
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200

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SACE
Students must achieve a minimum C grade in compulsory subjects to complete the SACE successfully. 

In addition to the compulsory elements, students must complete a minimum of 60 credits at a Stage 2 
level, although most students complete more than a total of 60 credits at Stage 2 level. 

Students choose from a wide range of either Stage 1 or Stage 2 subjects and courses to earn the 
remaining 90 credits required to complete the SACE.

Credits Requirements Year level

10 Personal Learning Plan (Stage 1) Year 10

20 Literacy 
(from a range of Stage 1 English subjects)

Year 11

10 Numeracy (from a range of Stage 1 Mathematics subjects) Year 11

10 Research Project (Stage 2) Year 11

up to 
90

Other Stage 1 or 2 subjects and courses of the student’s 
choice (up to 90 credits)

Year 11 or 12

60 
or more

Other Stage 2 subjects and courses Year 12

  Stage 1 subjects and courses   Stage 2 subjects and courses

Personal Learning Plan

CO
M

PU
LS

O
RY
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The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) is a compulsory SACE course completed in Year 10 at Torrens Valley 
Christian School. Students consider their aspirations and research reliable career information to help 
them make appropriate subject choices and map out their future. Students work towards goals they 
need to achieve to progress through school towards work, training or further study. Work experience 
and some community service hours can be included in the PLP activities. 

The PLP will help students:

 + plan personal pathways for the future 

 + make informed decisions about personal development, education and training 

 + understand the seven SACE capabilities 

 + identify, understand and develop a SACE capability 

Developing goals for the future that will engage the students in activities such as:

 + selecting subjects, courses, and other learning relevant to pathways through and beyond school 

 + investigating possible career choices 

 + exploring personal and learning goals 

ASSESSMENT TYPE 1
FOLIO – 30%

ASSESSMENT TYPE 2 
RESEARCH 

OUTCOME – 40%

ASSESSMENT TYPE 3 
REVIEW – 30% 

(RPA ONLY)

ASSESSMENT TYPE 4 
EVALUATION – 30% 

(RPB ONLY)

The Folio is a record of the 
student’s research.

Students develop a research 
question and then select and 

present evidence of their 
learning from the planning 
and development stages of 

the research project.

The Research Outcome 
resolves the research 

question.

Students synthesise their key 
findings (knowledge, skills, 
and ideas) to produce a 

research outcome.

The research outcome is 
substantiated by evidence 

and examples from the 
research, and shows how the 

student resolved the question.

Students review knowledge 
and skills specific to the 

research question, discuss the 
decisions made in response 
to challenges/opportunities, 

reflect on the quality of 
the research outcome, and 
organise their information 

coherently and communicate 
ideas accurately and 

appropriately.

Students explain the choice 
of research processes used 

and evaluate usefulness of the 
research processes specific to 
the research question. They 

evaluate decisions made 
in reponse to challenges/
opportunities, evaluate 

the quality of the research 
outcome, and organise their 
information coherently and 

communicate ideas accurately 
and appropriately.

Research Project
At Torrens Valley Christian School, students complete their Research Project (RP) in Semester 2 of 
Year 11. The RP Assessment tasks are submitted to SACE for External marking and moderation in 
Semester 1 of Year 12. 

In the Research Project, a SACE Stage 2 subject, students have the exciting opportunity to undertake a 
detailed self-directed study in an area of interest. The Research Project is an opportunity for students to 
build on or extend their learning in, for example, an existing SACE subject or course, and is a compulsory 
subject for the SACE. Students must complete 10 credits of the Stage 2 Research Project with at least a 
C- grade to gain their SACE. Typically, the Research Project is undertaken over 60 hours of programmed 
time in a semester or school year. Students are allocated a supervising Research Project teacher who will 
guide the student’s project. 

In the Research Project, the term ‘research’ is used in its broadest sense to describe the learning process 
at Stage 2. It can take many forms, such as applied practical investigations, formal research, or exploratory 
inquiries. Students have opportunities to develop at least one of the SACE capabilities through the 
Research Project. 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION  
AND TRAINING
Vocational Education and Training (VET) is education and training that gives students skills and 
knowledge for work. VET operates through a national training system, and is delivered, assessed and 
certified by Registered Training Organisations (RTOs).  

The SACE enables students to include a significant amount of VET in their SACE studies and at TVCS 
these can be pursued in a broad range of vocational areas and in a range of different formats. These 
include:

 +  Short courses (partial qualifications and/or “taster” courses)

 +  Certificate I, II and III qualifications attending TAFE or Trade School or equivalent

 +  School based traineeship/apprenticeships

Access to VET training can attract additional course fees that are not covered in school fees.  
Students may be eligible to apply for government funding for some VET courses. Most VET courses 
are held outside of our school and students who miss school days to participate in their VET training 
need to be able to manage independent learning in an adult learning environment as well as maintain 
progress in their school subjects. Some VET studies can be counted towards ATAR calculations at 
Stage 2 level.    

Full details about the flexibility of VET in the SACE are available on the SACE website.

Popular VET courses in recent years have included (but are not limited to):

 +  Certificate I, II, III in Animal Studies

 +  Certificate II, III in Agriculture

 +  Certificate II in Automotive Servicing

 +  Certificate II in Construction Pathways

 +  Certificate II in Kitchen Operations

 +  Certificate III in Visual Arts (Photo Imaging)

 +  Certificate III in Fitness

 +  Certificate III in Individual Support (Aged Care or Disability)

 +  Certificate III in Christian Ministry  
and Theology (Vetamorphus)
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The flexible and personal approach to SACE pathways at TVCS enables us to assist students to  
learn about themselves and how they can develop and use their skills and interests to contribute to 
God’s world. 

Participation in VET at TVCS is negotiated in conjunction with the Senior School Coordinator and is 
recommended for students to consider as part of their Year 11 and Year 12 studies. 

Students initiate their interest in a VET pathway during the subject preference selection process in 
August and will then participate in a personalised VET enrolment process including a student/parent 
interview with the Senior School Coordinator during late Term 3 and/or early Term 4. Details about the 
full range of VET course options will be available to students through CANVAS and in consultation with 
the Senior School Coordinator.
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ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
AND SUPPORT

ADDITIONAL COURSE OPTIONS
Torrens Valley Christian School allows students to access a range of additional courses which can contribute 
to the SACE. These include:

 + School of Languages: French, Afrikaans and 
Chinese. Other languages may be studied 
off campus

 + Stage 2 Integrated Learning (Aviation): 
Mid North Christian College (Pt Pirie)

 + Other external SACE subjects: If students 
require a particular subject which is not 
available at Torrens Valley Christian School, 
other learning opportunities may be 
available. This is organised directly with the 
Senior School Coordinator

HELPFUL RESOURCES
In addition to the valuable experience of our teaching staff who welcome your questions about their subject 
specialities, the following resources are helpful to families in their personal investigations and planning.

SACE Board of South Australia www.sace.sa.edu.au

South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC) www.satac.edu.au

TVCS Careers website www.tvcscareers.com.au

SENIOR SCHOOL EDUCATION SUPPORT
The Education Support team at Torrens Valley Christian School has a strong commitment to supporting 
students in their academic, social and emotional development. We support students with a comprehensive 
system of tiered intervention, addressing the full range of student needs. This includes:

Level 1: Subject Teacher Support

Students are supported at this level by subject teachers who take responsibility for differentiating the 
curriculum to meet the educational needs of students.

Level 2: Education Support Officer / Volunteer Support 

With guidance from subject teachers and Education Support staff, Education Support Officers (ESOs) 
and volunteers are allocated to classrooms and provide one to one and small group assistance. This 
support is reviewed at the end of each semester. Where possible, Education Support Officers are 
assigned to the same Level 2 students and in-class support for continuity. 

Level 3: Strategic Support 

In consultation with parents and teachers, students can enrol in Essential English in Years 10, 11 
and 12. Students can also meet their SACE requirements for Numeracy by completing Essential 
Mathematics in Year 10. Class sizes are kept small to ensure access to more individualised assistance. 
Students are able to enrol in high interest elective subjects that allow for greater success. Timetable 
loads can also be negotiated to allow for additional time to be spent on existing subjects. 

Level 4: Intensive Support 

Identified students are assigned a mentor who aims to provide a structured and trusting relationship. 
Students and their mentor meet regularly and look at strategies to best support students with 
their management of the senior school workload. Student timetables are adjusted to allow greater 
flexibility in accessing 1:1 support. 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au
http://www.satac.edu.au
http://www.tvcscareers.com.au
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TERTIARY EDUCATION
Families are encouraged to consult the SATAC Tertiary 
Entrance Booklet for 2021, 2022 and 2023. This booklet is 
available on SATAC’s website (www.satac.edu.au).

UNIVERSITY ENTRY  
(ATAR PATHWAY)
For university entrance students must:

 + qualify for the SACE

 + comply with the rules regarding precluded subject combinations and counting restrictions

 + For example, no more than 40 credits from Music subjects

 + Complete at least 90 credits of study in Tertiary Admission Subjects (TAS) and 
Recognised Studies (over a maximum of three attempts)

 + Minimum 60 credits must be from 20 credit TAS

 + Maximum 20 credits can be Recognised Studies

 + complete any prerequisite subject requirements for a tertiary course

 + obtain a competitive Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)

The ATAR is calculated from:

 + best scaled scores in three full-year TAS (3x20)/60

 + final 30 credits of scores from:

 +  the scaled score of a 20 credit TAS

 + half the scaled score of one or more 20 credit TAS

 + the scaled score of one or more 10 credit TAS

 + scaled score equivalents for Recognised Studies to the value of 10 or the maximum of 20 
credits

Bonus Schemes (Adjustment Factors)
1. SA Universities Equity Scheme

2. SA Language, Literacy and Mathematics Bonus Schemes

Selection Ranks are used in determining offers for each course.

Non-ATAR Pathways
Please note that there are also several non-ATAR pathways that students may access for university 
entrance. This information is available from the various tertiary institutions and/or from the Senior School 
Coordinator.
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TAFE ENTRY
You can access a range of vocational and training courses and degrees at TAFE SA. Each course may 
have particular admission criteria you need to meet. 

 You can find specific admission criteria within each award course at www.tafesa.edu.au.

Many Certificates I to Advanced Diploma have no entry requirements. If you wish to access subsidised 
training, you will need to complete the CORE Skills Profile for Adults (CSPA). 

http://tafesa.edu.au
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
At Torrens Valley Christian School the Year 10 curriculum is structured to provide students with a wide 
range of study pathways into the SACE. 

There are seven compulsory subjects which are to be completed by all students at Year 10 level. This 
includes a compulsory SACE Stage 1 course called the Personal Learning Plan which allows students to 
become accustomed to the requirements of a SACE subject before undertaking further SACE subjects 
in Year 11. 

Students also select three elective subjects per semester, according to their own learning strengths 
and interests. Elective subjects, guidelines for selection and detailed descriptions are available on pages 
19 to 26.

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS
Lessons 
per week

 
Year 10 subjects

3 Facilitated by one teacher:
 + Care Group
 + Biblical Perspectives

 + Personal Learning Plan 
(Stage 1)

4 One of the following subjects will be offered to each student:

• Essential English • General English

Subjects are offered based on proficiency demonstrated in Year 9 English, at the discretion of the 
English faculty.

4 One of the following subjects will be offered to each student:

• Essential Mathematics
• Mathematical Methods

• General Mathematics

Subjects are offered based on proficiency demonstrated in Year 9 Mathematics, at the discretion of 
the Mathematics faculty.

4 Science

3 Health and Physical Education

3 Studies of Society and Environment (SOSE)
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
Lessons 
per week

 
Year 10 subjects

3 Elective 1

3 Elective 2

3 Elective 3
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BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES
This biblical studies course covers:

 +  Our personal story and unique giftedness

 +  Our God-shaped strengths

 +  God’s story – the grand narrative of 
Scripture (Creation, Fall, Israel, Jesus, 
Church, New Creation)

 +  Suffering from a Christian worldview

 +  Suffering perspective from other belief 
frameworks and individuals

 +  The life and teaching of Jesus

 +  A study of Paul’s letters to the early church

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biblical perspectives studies are framed by the 
following questions:

 + Creation: What were God’s original 
intentions for the world, humanity and our 
purpose?

 + Fall: What are the effects of turning from 
these good intentions?

 + Redemption and Restoration: How 
has God heard the cry of His people and 
redeemed them throughout history? How 
does He continue to restore and what will 
this ultimately lead to?

 + The Church Today: What practical things 
can we do now, in our own situations to 
live a life of neighbourly love and service 
to others? What can we do in our own 
circumstances?

Elements of the PLP will be delivered with the 
Bible Unit.

 

Weight

Assignments 50%
Reflective Responses 40%
Oral Presentation 10%

Some assessment tasks contribute to the SACE 
Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan (PLP).

Weight

Folio (a number of smaller tasks) 75%
Reflection 25%

A
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sm
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t

A
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ent
  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     2 LESSONS / WEEK

 (AS PART OF BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES)PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN
The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) is a compulsory 
Stage 1 SACE unit. 

While completing the PLP, students identify, 
explore, and develop personal and learning 
goals, and strategies to achieve them. They learn 
a variety of ways to plan to achieve their goals by, 
for example:

 +  Selecting subjects, courses, and other 
learning relevant to pathways through and 
beyond school

 +  Investigating possible career choices 

 +  Developing personal and learning goals.

 +  Exploring personal strengths

Students explore what the SACE capabilities mean 
and how they can be developed. They explore 
and develop their own personal and learning 
goals. 

Students develop and refine strategies to achieve 
their personal and learning goals. These strategies 
may include developing their skills in planning and 
organisation.

Students select at least one SACE capability that 
they see as relevant to achieving their goals. They 
develop the selected capability or capabilities, 
using their skills in planning and organisation. 
Students interact with others, within school and 
beyond, to identify and refine their personal and 
learning goals. Students reflect on:

 +  Personal and learning goals 

 +  Effectiveness of strategies to achieve their 
goals 

 +  Development of at least one capability 
relevant to achieving their goals

 +  How the development of their selected 
capability or capabilities helps to achieve 
their goals 
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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH
Year 10 Essential English is based on the Year 
10 Australian Curriculum, built around the three 
interrelated strands of Literature, Literacy and 
Language. Students develop their understanding 
of a variety of texts, including media texts, learning 
how authors use a range of textual conventions 
for different purposes. Students learn how to 
analyse the use of language and support their 
interpretations with evidence. They also explore 
how various perspectives are presented by 
different authors. Students also demonstrate their 
learning through the creation of their own texts. 
Tasks are scaffolded based on the individual 
needs of students.  

 
 
 
 
 

General capabilities
 +  Literacy

 +  Numeracy

 +  ICT capability

 +  Critical and creative thinking

 +  Personal, social capability

 +  Ethical understanding

 +  Intercultural understanding

Cross-curriculum priorities
 +  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island cultures, 

histories

 +  Asia and Australian Engagement with Asia

 + Sustainability

Note: Year 10 English subject placement is 
determined by the English faculty, based on 
proficiency demonstrated in Year 9 English. 
 

Weight

Responding to Texts 50%
Creating Texts 50%

Summative assessments include formal essay 
writing, creative prose and poetry writing, 
film study, poetry and novel responses, oral 
language tasks and specific text studies.

Weight

Responding to Texts 50%
Creating Texts 50%

Summative assessments include formal essay 
writing, creative prose and poetry writing, 
film study, poetry and novel responses, oral 
language tasks and specific text studies.
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  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     4 LESSONS / WEEK

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     4 LESSONS / WEEK

ENGLISH
This course is built around three interrelated 
strands: language, literature and literacy.

Students explore text structures, language features 
and develop an understanding of viewpoints and 
attitudes, evaluating interpretations of texts.

Students also create texts, using language features 
for stylistic effect and develop and expand 
arguments with increasing articulation of complex 
ideas.

The course enables students to engage 
critically and creatively with ethical issues 
presented in texts.  
 
General capabilities

 +  Literacy

 +  Numeracy

 +  ICT capability

 +  Critical and creative thinking

 +  Personal, social capability 

 +  Ethical understanding

 +  Intercultural understanding

Cross-curriculum priorities
 +  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island cultures, 

histories

 +  Asia and Australian Engagement with Asia

 +  Sustainability

Note: Year 10 English subject placement is 
determined by the English faculty, based on 
proficiency demonstrated in Year 9 English. 
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  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     4 LESSONS / WEEKGENERAL MATHEMATICS
Mathematics in Year 10 covers four proficiency 
strands – Understanding, Fluency, Problem 
Solving and Reasoning. These proficiency strands 
are incorporated into the three content strands 
of Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The 
proficiencies help reinforce the significance of 
working mathematically within God’s wondrous 
Creation.

Number and Algebra
 +  Expand and factorise monic quadratic 

expressions and find unknown values after 
substitution into formulas

 +  Represent relations on the Cartesian plane 
and solve linear and quadratic equations.

 +  Make connections between simple and 
compound interest 

Statistics and Probability
 + List outcomes, assign and determine 

probabilities for chance experiments and 
investigate independent events

 + Investigate and describe statistical 
relationships and evaluate statistical reports

Measurement and Geometry
 + Solve problems involving volume and 

surface area of a range of prisms and apply 
reasoning to proofs and numerical exercises

 + Apply trigonometry to solve right-angled 
triangle problems

Note: Year 10 Mathematics subject placement 
is determined by the Maths faculty, based on 
proficiency demonstrated in Year 9 Mathematics.

Weight

Tests 60%
Directed Investigations 40%

A
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A combination of tests, directed investigations, 
projects and rich learning tasks.
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  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     4 LESSONS / WEEKESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is seen as a particular way of making 
sense of the world that God has given us. The 
order which exists in our world is reflected in 
Mathematics and mathematical thinking.

Year 10 Essential Mathematics is the SACE Stage 
1 Essential Mathematics course made available 
to Year 10 students. Due to this, a student 
successfully completing this course meets the 
Numeracy requirement for their SACE, and no 
longer needs to do further mathematics in Years 
11 and 12, unless they choose to. 

The content strands are Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and 
Probability. These describe what is to be taught 
and the material which students are learning. 

The specific topics covered, within these are:

 +  Number Calculations

 +  Time and Rates

 +  Ratio and Scale

 +  Earning and Spending

 + Shapes, Geometry and Construction

The proficiency standards, which describe 
how content is explored and developed, are 
Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and 
Reasoning.

Note: Year 10 Mathematics subject placement 
is determined by the Maths faculty, based on 
proficiency demonstrated in Year 9 Mathematics.
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  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     3 LESSONS / WEEK

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     4 LESSONS / WEEK

Weight

Written Work 30%
Practical Work 70%

Practical assessments include skill development 
in each sport, participation in providing 
and applying feedback, umpiring games, 
developing and refining team strategies, 
incorporating leadership and collaboration 
skills. Health assessments include written 
assignments, group tasks, and contribution to 
class discussions.

Weight

Tests 75%
Directed Investigations and 
Projects

25%
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS
This course will prepare students for further 
studies in Mathematics at Stage 1 in any of the 
options offered.

Mathematics in Year 10 covers four proficiency 
strands: Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving 
and Reasoning. These proficiency stands are 
incorporated into the three content strands 
of Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The 
proficiencies help reinforce the significance of 
working mathematically within God’s wondrous 
Creation.

Number and Algebra
 +  Expand and factorise monic quadratic 

expressions and find unknown values after 
substitution into formulas

 +  Represent relations on the Cartesian plane 
and solve linear and quadratic equations

 +  Make connections between simple and 
compound interest

Measurement and Geometry
 +  Solve problems involving volume and 

surface area of a range of prisms and apply 
reasoning to proofs and numerical exercises

 +  Apply trigonometry to solve right-angled 
triangle problems

Statistics and Probability
 +  List outcomes, assign and determine 

probabilities for chance experiments and 
investigate independent events

 + Investigate and describe statistical 
relationships and evaluate statistical reports 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH AND  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Students continue to apply more specialised 
movement skills and complex movement 
strategies, with a greater focus on evaluating 
and refining their own and others’ movement 
performances. They analyse how participation in 
sport and physical activity influence an individual’s 
identity, and explore the role participation 
plays in shaping cultures. In Health lessons, 
students critically analyse and apply information 
to propose strategies to improve health and 
wellbeing practices in communities.

Students who display an aptitude and interest 
in further Physical Education experiences may 
choose to undertake the additional Physical 
Education Theory course.

Health topic options
 +  Relationships

 +  Alcohol and Other Drugs

 +  Mental Health and Wellbeing

Physical Education topic options
 +  Athletics

 + Archery

 +  Basketball

 +  Cricket

 +  Dance

 +  Flag football

 +  Floor Hockey

 +  Handball

 +  Lawn Bowls

 +  Self-defence

 +  Soccer

 +  Sofcrosse

 +  Weight Training



28

Y
EA

R 
10

 
C

O
M

PU
LS

O
RY

 
SU

BJ
EC

TS
SCIENCE
At the end of Year 10 Science students should be 
able to:

 +  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of scientific concepts

 +  Communicate using scientific language

 +  Complete scientific practical activities

 +  Design an investigation to test a scientific 
hypothesis

 +  Analyse and draw conclusions from scientific 
data

 +  Obtain scientific information from a variety 
of sources

 + Describe situations that require a knowledge 
of science to make social and environmental 
decisions

 + Appreciate the scientific phenomena and 
consider stewardship of God’s creation

Over the whole year the following topics will be 
covered:

Chemical Sciences
 +  Periodic table and properties of elements

 +  Chemical reactions

Biological Sciences
 +  Inheritance

 +  Natural selection

 + Species survival

Physical Sciences
 + Motion and Newton’s laws.

 +  Energy conservation, transformations and 
transfers

Earth and Space Sciences
 + Features and origin of the Universe

 +  Global systems 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weight

Investigation Skills 50%
Knowledge and Understanding 50%

Semester content will be assessed continually in 
the form of reports (oral and written), practicals, 
written assignments, investigations, projects  
and tests.

Weight

Topic Tasks:
• Research assignments: oral 

and written reports
• Primary and secondary 

source analyses
•  Film response studies

70%

Exam 30%
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STUDIES OF SOCIETY & ENVIRONMENT
Students consider the history of the modern world 
and Australia from 1918 to the present, with an 
emphasis on Australia in its global context.

The twentieth century became a critical period in 
Australia’s social, cultural, economic and political 
development. The transformation of the modern 
world during a time of political turmoil, global 
conflict and international cooperation provides a 
context for understanding Australia’s development, 
its place within the Asia-Pacific region and its global 
standing. The key inquiry questions for Year 10 are:

 +  How did the nature of global conflict change 
during the twentieth century?

 +  What were the consequences of World War 
II? How did these shape the modern world?

 + How was Australian society affected by other 
significant global events and changes in this 
period?

These are explored using a brief overview of the 
period 1918 to the present, and 3 depth studies:

 +  World War II: Students investigate wartime 
experiences through a study of World War II.

 +  Rights and Freedoms: Students investigate 
struggles for human rights, including how 
rights and freedoms have been ignored, 
demanded or achieved in Australia and in 
the broader world context.

 +  The Globalising World: Students 
investigate one major global influence that 
has shaped Australian society in depth, 
particularly during the twentieth century. 
One elective will be selected from: Popular 
Culture, The Environment Movement, or 
Migration Experiences.

Civics and Citizenship 
Students investigate the values and practices 
that enable a democratic society to be sustained 
and the purpose and work of the High Court of 
Australia. The Year 10 Civics and Citizenship Trip 
to Canberra occurs in Term 3 to enrich student 
learning.

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2     4 LESSONS / WEEK

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2    
  3 LESSONS / WEEK
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Weight

Skills and Application 80%
Inquiry 20%

Weight

Practical Work 80%
Research Work 20%
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  SEMESTER 1 AND/OR 2      SACE STAGE 1

  SEMESTER 1 AND/OR 2

ANCIENT STUDIES 
In Stage 1 Ancient Studies*, students investigate 
how the ancient world is, and has been, 
represented. They apply their inquiry skills to 
research and analyse primary and secondary 
sources and perspectives.

Students explore the ancient world by examining 
the differing ways in which it has been interpreted 
and represented from ancient to modern times. 
They consider the authentication, preservation, 
ownership, and/or display of material and 
artefacts from the ancient world.

Students investigate how people lived in the 
ancient world by examining evidence of the social, 
political, cultural, and/or economic institutions and 
structures. They explore the influence of some of 
the ideas and innovations that emerged from the 
ancient world. 

In each semester students will study one ancient 
society or culture. Topics will be selected at the 
discretion of the teacher. 

Prerequisite
An interest in history, proficient literacy skills, and 
consultation with Senior School Humanities and 
Social Sciences (HASS) Faculty staff.

*Students who study Ancient Studies in Year 10 
have the opportunity to gain 10 SACE credits at 
Stage 1. Students must complete two consecutive 
semesters to be eligible for the 10 SACE credits.

ART
Each unit of work is aimed at advancing the 
skill levels gained in Year 8 and 9 courses. It is 
preparation for the senior courses and hence the 
ability to write about and hold opinions on Art 
and artists becomes a relevant part of the work.

Thematic assignments consolidate skills in painting, 
drawing, 3D and digital Art. Adobe Design and 
Illustrator are used for Art and Graphic Design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content
 +  Illustration

 +  Manga

 +  French Impressionism

 +  Surrealism

 +  Reflections and patterns

 +  Computer graphics

Requirements
 +  A folio that encompasses both the artist and 

the relevant art movement.

 +  One detailed artist study (one of the 
practical pieces is to be related to the work 
of this artist)

 +  Two major art practical pieces plus 
development sketches and notes



30

Y
EA

R 
10

 
EL

EC
TI

V
E 

SU
BJ

EC
TS

CHILD STUDIES
This course aims to enable the students to gain an 
understanding of the needs of children and the 
stages in child development, as well as develop 
new and enhance existing food preparation and 
sewing skills. 

Content
 +  The Needs of a Child

 +  Child development

 +  Food and nutrition for children 
(6 months to 5 years)

 +  Children’s clothing: make a T-shirt dress for  
a young girl

Costs
There will be some costs involved for the 
assessment cooking practical. Further information 
will be given out at the beginning of the course

 
 
 
 
 

  ONE SEMESTER ONLY

Weight

Written Assignment Work 30%
Practicals 40%
Tests 30%

Weight

Practical Work 60%
Related Written Work and 
Graphics

40%

Practical work will be assessed for quality of 
construction, finish and adherence to correct 
procedure.
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DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY  
AND ENGINEERING
All projects in Year 10 are drawn and analysed 
using Fusion software for Computer-Aided Design 
(CAD).

Learning Outcomes
Students are encouraged to evaluate their design 
and production process throughout.

Content
 +  Woodturning and table construction

 +  Students create a number of turned objects 
using CAD and our wood lathes

 +  A coffee table is created using solid timber

 + Sheet metal and cabinet making

 + Students will learn new metal forming 
techniques to create a toolbox

 + A solid timber cabinet is designed and 
created

  SEMESTER 1 AND/OR 2
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Weight

Folio (Investigations and group 
activities)

50%

Practicals (Different practical 
activities)

50%

Assessment tasks include: practical tasks, 
research tasks and projects.
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  SEMESTER 1 AND/OR 2DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Students learn computational thinking and 
programming skills. They do this by learning how 
to deconstruct problems, recognise patterns 
and create algorithms to solve problems using 
flowcharts and pseudocode. Students also learn 
how to program using C++. Data Analysis is also 
covered where students create an InfoGraphic 
based on data analysed.

Learning Outcomes
 +  Computational Thinking Skills: breaking 

down complex problems using pseudocode 
and flow charts

 +  Introduction to Programming

 +  Programming with C++ in Visual Studio

 +  Data Analysis and creation of InfoGraphics

Content
 +  Computational Thinking

 +  Programming Theory

 +  C++

 +  Data Analytics 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD PREPARATION
This course aims to enable the students to 
develop new and enhance existing food 
preparation skills, including an understanding of 
aeration and of the importance of good nutrition, 
and to explore the impact of different cultures in 
Australian foods. 

Content
 +  Aeration of food – biological (yeast 

cookery), chemical and mechanical 
(sponges) aeration

 +  Good nutrition for healthy living

 +  Cultural influences on Australian cuisine 

  ONE SEMESTER ONLY
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY  
AND HOSPITALITY
The subject integrates a number of areas that are 
involved in the food technology and hospitality 
industry. It includes both theoretical and practical 
components whereby students are exposed to 
and develop skills required within the food and 
hospitality industry.

Learning Outcomes
Students will gain insight, understanding and 
experience in food preparation, hospitality 
and business studies. The course provides 
opportunities for students to further develop and 
apply new and existing practical skills including 
food preparation and coffee making through a 
barista course.

The subject will cover food safety and 
preparation, food trends, safe work practices, 
sustainability and ethics in food production, food 
service, marketing and business management. 

During the course of the semester students will 
practically demonstrate the skills developed by 
successfully running a pop-up cafe.

Weight

Practicals 30%
Investigations 20%
Design Projects (includes 
practical components)

50%

Weight

Test Work (written, aural) 40%
Assignments 25%
Oral Assessment (dialogue and 
presentation)

10%

Cultural Assignment (group 
work and individual research 
project)

25%
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  ONE SEMESTER ONLY

GERMAN
This course aims to further enhance the student’s 
ability to communicate in German in all four key 
areas – reading, writing, listening and speaking, 
to expand their knowledge and control of 
grammatical elements and to expand cultural 
understanding and appreciation. As per the 
interrelated Australia curriculum strands of 
communicating and understanding of language 
and culture, students will continue to have two 
lessons per week in language acquisition. One 
lesson per week is dedicated to cultural studies. 
The focus is on both language and culture. 

German A (Semester One)
 +  Language use for: mass media in Germany, 

preferred music styles, entertainment, TV 
and teenage problems and resolutions

 +  Pocket money and illness

 +  Cultural focus: German food and meals and 
TV advertising

 + Students produce their own TV 
advertisement, cook and prepare a 
traditional dish and enjoy a visit to the 
German Club

German B (Semester Two)
 +  Language use for: sightseeing and staying 

as a tourist in Berlin; student exchange visits, 
discussing where they might like to live, 
differences in German homes

 +  Cultural focus: individual choice research 
project, mostly in English, German TV series

 +  An excursion to the Barossa Valley to see 
first-hand the German heritage in our state.

 +  Both units are required for entry into Year 
11 German. Semester 1must be studied in 
order to study semester 2.

Prerequisite
Minimum B Grade in Year 9 German. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  SEMESTER 1 OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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Weight

Presentations 20%
Various Projects 80%

Assessments consist of a combination of 
project work oral presentations and other 
teacher-chosen methods of assessing 
student understanding.

Weight

Musicianship / Aural Tests /
Arranging

40%

Music in Society 30%
Performance 30%

Assessments consist of assignment work, but 
also include tests, oral presentations and 
other teacher-chosen methods of assessing 
student understanding.
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MULTIMEDIA STUDIES
Students will use technology to assist with the 
school musical to create:

 +  Flyers

 +  Posters

 +  Programmes

 +  Photos of cast

Students will use the following programs:

 +  Adobe Photoshop

 +  Adobe InDesign

 +  Adobe Premier Pro

 +  Adobe After Effects

Students will learn skills and participate in the 
following areas:

 +  Theatre lighting, sound and AV

 +  Backstage crew

 +  Front of House

 +  Video production

 +  Website design

 +  Desktop Publishing

Students must be available for all performances of 
the Primary or Secondary musical production in 
Term 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC
This course is aimed at developing students’ 
musical understanding and skills, enabling them to 
continue to actively participate in a broad variety 
of musical activities, building on the skills gained 
in Year 9.

Four main areas will be explored:

Musicianship

 +  Theoretical and aural development.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music in Society 

History of western music includes:

 +  Medieval

 +  Renaissance

 +  Baroque

 +  Classical

 +  Romantic

 +  Early 20th Century

Arranging

 +  Chord voicing and instrument range.

Performance

 +  Class Ensemble and Solo Performance 
(students are encouraged to undertake and 
continue private instrumental vocal tuition).

  SEMESTER 1 OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND/OR 2
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION
The Year 10 Physical Education Foundation 
program will be a dedicated study of Human 
Movement.

The Year 10 Physical Education course is designed 
to be an entrance path to Senior Physical 
Education studies at Stage 1 and 2.

Physical Education Foundation is recommended 
for students who display an aptitude and 
interest in further Physical Education experiences, 
including Stage 1 Physical Education.

Content
 +  Introduction to Exercise Physiology: muscles, 

bones and body systems

 +  Fitness components

 +  Exercise and Energy Eystems (Practical Task)

 +  Training Principles

Weight

Assignments 60%
Tests 20%
Exam 20%

Weight

Tests 75%
Directed Investigations 25%
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS
Mathematics in Year 10 covers four proficiency 
strands: Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving 
and Reasoning. These proficiency stands are 
incorporated into the three content stands 
of Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The 
proficiencies help reinforce the significance of 
working mathematically within God’s wondrous 
Creation.

Number and Algebra
 +  Perform operations with surds, fractional 

indices and logarithms. 

 +  Investigate the concept of a polynomial and 
apply the factor and remainder theorems to 
solve problems.

 +  Solve simple exponential equations.

 +  Describe, interpret and sketch linear and 
non – linear functions. 

Measurement and Geometry
 +  Apply trigonometry to non-right-angled 

triangles to solve simple equations and 
three-dimensional problems.

 +  Prove and apply angle and chord 
properties of circles.

Statistics and Probability
 +  Calculate and interpret the mean and 

standard deviation of data.

 +  Use information technologies to investigate 
bivariate numerical data sets.

Note: This subject is a prerequisite for students 
wishing to study SACE Stage 1 Specialist 
Mathematics in Year 11.

Prerequisite
Concurrent enrolment in Level 1 Year 10 
Mathematics.

  ONE SEMESTER ONLY

 ONE SEMESTER ONLY



35

Y
EA

R 10 
ELEC

TIV
E 

SU
BJEC

TS

YEAR 

11 
& 

12 CU
RR

IC
U

LU
M

 O
V

ER
V

IE
W



36

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

YEAR 11
At TVCS, a range of SACE Stage 1 and 2 subjects are offered in Year 11, providing students with 
possible pathways into SACE Stage 2 subjects in Year 12 and completion of the SACE. 

Compulsory Subjects
During Year 11 all students will study Research Project and Religion Studies, each worth 10 credits, 
contributing to students’ total SACE credits. 

Students must also complete two semesters of a SACE Stage 1 English subject and one semester of a 
SACE Stage 1 Mathematics subject.

Year 11 Semester 1
Credits Year 11 subjects

10 Stage 1 English
 » Essential English
 » English

 » English (Literature)

10 Stage 1 Religion Studies

10 Stage 1 Mathematics
 » General Mathematics
 »  Mathematical Methods

 » Optional if SACE Essential 
Mathematics completed in  
Year 10

10 Elective 1

10 Elective 2

10 Elective 3

 

Year 11 Semester 2
Credits Year 11 subjects

10 Stage 1 English
 » Essential English
 » English

 » English (Literature)

10 Stage 2 Research Project

10 Elective 4

10 Elective 5

10 Elective 6

10 Elective 7

  Stage 1 subjects    Stage 2 subjects



37

YEAR 12
Assuming that they have met the requirement to complete their compulsory Research Project in the 
previous year, Year 12 students are encouraged to enrol in four x 20 credits subjects to ensure that they 
meet the rules for SACE completion.  Students who are not seeking an ATAR pathway SACE can study 
three x 20 credit subjects.   VET Qualifications can be included in the completion of Stage 2 of the SACE 
in consultation with the Senior School Coordinator.

All Stage 2 Subjects (except for Music Performance: Ensemble and Music Performance: Solo) are 
completed as full year subjects.

Year 12 Semester 1 and 2
Credits Stage 2 subjects

20 Elective 1

20 Elective 2

20 Elective 3

20 Elective 4
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The following Stage 1 subjects are available at Torrens Valley  
Christian School:

Tick
Credits per 

Semester Subject
Offered 
Year 11

10 Biology ✓

10 Business and Innovation ✓

10 Chemistry ✓

10 Community Studies ✓

10 Design, Technology and Engineering 
(Digital Communication Solutions)

✓

10 Design, Technology and Engineering 
(Material Solutions)

✓

10 Digital Technologies ✓

10 English ✓

10 English (Literature) ✓

10 Essential English ✓

10 Food and Hospitality ✓

10 General Mathematics ✓

10 German ✓

10 Integrated Learning ✓

10 Legal Studies ✓

10 Mathematical Methods ✓

10 Music ✓

10 Outdoor Education ✓

10 Physical Education ✓

10 Physics ✓

10 Religion Studies (compulsory) ✓

10 Specialist Mathematics ✓

10 Tourism ✓

10 Workplace Practices ✓

10 Visual Art (Art) ✓

10 Visual Art (Graphic Design) ✓
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Weight

Investigations Folio (Practicals 
and Research)

50%

Skills and Applications Tasks 
(Tests)

50%

Weight

School Based Assessments 100%
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 ONE SEMESTER ONLY

BIOLOGY
By investigating biological systems and their 
interactions, from the perspectives of energy, 
control, structure and function, change and 
exchange in microscopic cellular structures and 
processes through to macroscopic ecosystem 
dynamics, students extend the skills, knowledge 
and understanding that enable them to explore 
and explain everyday observations, find 
solutions to biological issues, and understand 
how biology impacts their lives, society, and the 
environment. They apply their understanding 
of the interconnectedness of biological systems 
to evaluate the impact of human activity on the 
natural world.

Content
 +  Cells and Microorganisms

 +  Infectious Disease

 +  Multicellular Organisms

 +  Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics

Prerequisite 
Minimum B grade in Year 10 Science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS AND INNOVATION
This program will provide students with an 
opportunity to be creative thinkers, inventors, 
innovators and entrepreneurs.

This program will take students through the 
Design thinking process to eventually present 
their own prototype to a real audience. Students 
will develop skills in communication, adaptability, 
resilience, problem solving, entrepreneurship and 
growth mindset. To do real work for real people 
in God’s world.

Business and Enterprise focuses on the successful 
management of business and enterprise issues in 
personal, business, and social contexts. Students 
learn about the interrelationship between 
business, enterprise, and technology. They take 
a holistic approach to business, enterprise, and 
technology and their impacts locally, nationally, 
and globally.

Students develop an understanding of how the 
use of technology has created new and rapidly 
changing opportunities in many aspects of work 
and social living. They are able to appreciate how 
businesses influence local, regional, national, and 
global systems and institutions in the construction 
and operation of economic, social, technological, 
and environmental frameworks.

The study of Business and Enterprise enables 
students to develop an understanding of business 
and enterprise cultures and technological 
systems as they operate in and affect the global 
environment. Students have the opportunity to 
engage with innovations and ideas, as well as to 
reflect on current issues in business and enterprise 
and to make informed decisions. They also make 
and evaluate decisions about the allocation and 
management of resources to develop solutions 
that meet the needs of individuals, organisations, 
and communities. Students evaluate the 
impacts and effects of business, enterprises, and 
technology on the economy and the environment, 
and on the well-being and lifestyles of individuals 
and communities.

Prerequisite 
Nil.
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

CHEMISTRY
Students develop and extend their understanding 
of the physical world, the interaction of human 
activities and the environment, and the use that 
human beings make of the planet’s resources. 
They explore examples of how scientific 
understanding is dynamic and develops with new 
evidence, which may involve the application of 
new technologies. Students consider examples 
of benefits and risks of chemical knowledge to 
the wider community, along with the capacity of 
chemical knowledge to inform public debate on 
social and environmental issues. 

The study of chemistry helps students to make 
informed decisions about interacting with and 
modifying nature, and explore options such as 
green or sustainable chemistry, which seeks to 
reduce the environmental impact of chemical 
products and processes.

Content
 +  Materials and their Atoms 

 +  Combinations of Atoms 

 +  Molecules 

 +  Mixtures and Solutions

 +  Acid and Bases 

 +  Redox Reactions

 +  Organic Chemistry

Each topic will contain elements from the three 
Science Inquiry skills of:

 + Science understanding

 +  Science inquiry activity

 +  Science as a human endeavour

Prerequisite 
Minimum B grade in Year 10 Science.

Weight

Skills and Applications Tasks 
(Tests)

50%

Investigations Folio (Practicals 
and Research)

50%

Weight

Type 1: Contract of work
• Development of Contract
• Folio
• Community Activity

70%

Type 2: Reflection 30%

A
ss

es
sm

en
t

A
ss

es
sm

en
t

COMMUNITY STUDIES
Community Studies offers students the 
opportunity to learn in a community context and 
to interact with teachers, peers, and community 
members beyond the school environment.

Students decide the focus of their community 
activity, which begins from a point of personal 
interest, skill, or knowledge. By setting challenging 
and achievable goals in a community activity, 
students enhance their skills and understandings 
in a guided and supported learning program. 

They develop their capability to work 
independently and to apply their skills and 
knowledge in practical ways in their community. 

Students prepare a contract of work to develop 
a community activity from any of the following six 
areas of study:

 +  Arts and the community

 +  Communication and the community

 +  Foods and the community

 +  Health, recreation, and the community

 +  Science, technology and the community

 +  Work and the Community

Prerequisite 
Recommendation by SACE Coordinator.
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Weight

Folio 40%
Product 60%

Weight

Materials Study 10%
Folio 20%
Project Construction 70%
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DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY AND  
ENGINEERING (DIGITAL  
COMMUNICATION SOLUTIONS)
In this design-based course students will learn 
and apply the design process and a variety of 
2D and 3D design principles. Digital software 
will be used to create a multitude of 2D and 3D 
results. Creative thinking and problem solving 
are a significant aspect of course assignments. 
All research and practical outcomes are 
intended to prepare students for Year 12 Digital 
Communication Solutions.

Content
 +  Illustration and concept development

 +  Environmental design

 +  Industrial design

 + Students use newly acquired CAD skills to 
create an original product

 +  3D drawing and printing

 +  Design Classics

 +  Moral and social issues in graphic design 
and advertising.

Prerequisite 
Nil.

 ONE SEMESTER ONLY

DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY  
AND ENGINEERING  
(MATERIAL SOLUTIONS)
Through the study of Design and Technology 
students develop the ability to identify, create, 
initiate, and develop products, processes, or 
systems. Students learn to use tools, materials, and 
systems safely and competently to complete a 
product. The program has a practical orientation 
with supporting investigation and design work 
built in. Students will investigate the properties 
of building materials and production techniques. 
They will complete skills exercises. CAD parts and 
drawings will be created as part of the design 
process. They will produce investigative design 
folios for project work. Designed projects will be 
constructed and evaluated.

Furniture Design and Automotive Restoration
 +  Students design and create a piece of 

furniture using a single piece of plywood

 +  Students study the internal combustion 
engine while restoring a single cylinder 
lawnmower

Cabinet Making
 +  Joining and finishing skills are practiced in 

preparation for the design and creation of a 
cabinet

Prerequisite 
Nil.

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Content
Stage 1 Digital Technologies consists of the 
following focus areas.

 +  Programming

 +  Advanced Programming

 +  Data Analytics

 +  Exploring Innovations

Students will study two of these focus areas for 
the 10-credit course, and three for the 20-credit 
course.

Learning Requirements
The following are knowledge, skills, and 
understanding that students are expected to 
develop and demonstrate through their learning.

 +  Apply computational thinking skills to 
explore problems and possible solutions

 +  Develop and apply programming skills in 
creating digital solutions

 +  Analyse patterns and relationships in 
data sets and/or algorithms, and draw 
conclusions

 +  Develop and apply program design skills to 
create and evaluate digital solutions

 +  Research and discuss ethical considerations 
in digital technologies

 +  Work individually and collaboratively.

 +  Data Analytics and InfoGraphics

 +  Unity Game Development with C#

Prerequisite 
Nil.

 
 

Weight

Project Skills 60%
Digital Solutions 40%
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 SEMESTER 1 AND 2ENGLISH
In Stage 1 English, students explore the human 
experience through the analysis of a range of 
texts, including Australian texts, and through 
intertextual studies that focus on purpose, context 
and the impact of stylistic features in shaping the 
perspective of readers.

Students read and respond to texts as well as 
produce texts for different purposes and in a 
variety of forms. They develop an understanding 
of how authors communicate and use examples of 
these texts to compose their own written, oral or 
multi-modal texts.

The course enables critical analysis of ethical issues 
presented in texts from a Biblical perspective.

Prerequisite 
B grade or higher in Year 10 English in both 
semesters is recommended.

Weight

Type 1: Responding to Texts 25%
Type 2: Creating Texts 50%
Type 3: Intertextual Study 25%A
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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Weight

Type 1: Responding to Texts 50%
Type 2: Creating Texts 25%
Type 3: Intertextual Study 25%

Weight

Type 1: Responding to Texts 50%
Type 2: Creating Texts 50%
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ENGLISH (LITERATURE)
In English (Literature), students read both classic 
and contemporary texts from a range of text 
types: Prose, Film, Poetry and a range of short 
texts. They develop skills in close analysis of texts, 
as well as in creativity. They enjoy the enriching, 
immersive nature of literature.

Content
1.  Text analysis

2.  Creative and multimodal responses

3.  Intertextual/comparative tasks

Prerequisite 
An interest and competence in literary studies, as 
evidenced in Year 10 English grades.

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH
Stage 1 Essential English allows students to 
connect with everyday texts and demonstrate 
their learning through responding to texts 
and creating texts. Students explore ideas and 
textual perspectives considering ways in which 
language choices create meaning. The emphasis 
is on comprehension of information, ideas and 
perspectives. 

The context, purpose, audience, and language 
features of texts are explored. 

In creating texts, students develop their skills in 
using accurate spelling, punctuation, appropriate 
vocabulary and grammar to enable effective 
communication. 

Students use digital technology to compose texts, 
incorporating textual conventions.

Content
 +  Responding to Texts

 +  Messages in Popular Song

 +  Language of Consumerism: Retail 
Marketing

 +  Film Study

 +  Creating Texts

 +  Instructional Videos

 +  Magazine

 + Marketing Pitch

Prerequisite 
Students are recommended for this subject by the 
Senior School English Faculty.

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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Weight

Practical 35%
Theoretical (Investigation / 
Planning / Reflection)

65%

Weight

Skills and Assessment Tasks 
(Tests)

65%

Folio (Investigations & Projects) 35%
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FOOD AND HOSPITALITY
Students will focus on developing skills and 
gaining knowledge for food preparation and 
service in the home and /or community setting.

Students are expected to be able to work 
independently, be competent in reading and 
following recipes and have reasonable food 
preparation skills.

Semester 1 content
 +  Food hygiene

 +  Food preparation and presentation 
techniques

 + Garnishing

 + Finger foods

 +  Dietary disorders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 +  Cake decorating

 +  Chocolate work

Semester 2 content
 +  Food hygiene (revision)

 +  Food preparation and presentation 
techniques (continued)

 + Stocks, soups and sauces

 + Main courses

 + Desserts

 + Meal planning

 + Table setting

 + Two course dinner for invited guest(s)

Costs 
There will be some costs involved for a few of 
the practicals during each semester. Further 
information will be given out at beginning of the 
course.

Prerequisite 
Nil. Successful completion of Year 10 Home 
Economics would be beneficial.

GENERAL MATHEMATICS
General Mathematics extends students’ 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical 
problem solving. 

Topics cover a diverse range of applications 
of mathematics, including personal financial 
management, measurement and trigonometry, 
modelling using linear and non- linear functions, 
and networks and matrices.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Successful completion of this subject at Stage 2 
prepares students for entry to tertiary courses 
requiring a non-specialised background in 
mathematics.

Content
 +  Linear and exponential functions and their 

graphs

 + Investing and borrowing

 +  Measurement

 +  Applications of Trigonometry

 +  Matrices and networks

 +  Earning and spending

Prerequisite 
Nil

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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GERMAN
The students will build on previous knowledge 
and understanding, both in the realm of language 
and culture perspective and will become 
equipped to communicate more confidently and 
in depth in everyday and real life situations, both 
orally and in written form. Students study at least 2 
of the following 5 concepts:

Themes: Creativity, Identity, Landscapes, 
Movement, Technology.

The topics include a balanced communicative 
and grammatical approach to learning language. 
Students interact with others to share information, 
ideas, opinions and experiences, create and 
analyse texts. 

A Collaborative task will also be undertaken in 
English and German per semester with a focus 
on communicating and creating, exploring and 
understanding. The student will also gain a deeper 
understanding of German grammar. Modules 
have been developed to cover all new SACE 
objectives and assessment tasks.

German A 

A slice of my life, holidays and travel, family, and 
school life.

German B 
Fairy tales, the environment, animals and pets, 
festivals and customs.

Semester One Stage 1 German A must be studied 
in order to study Semester 2 Stage 1, German B. 
Cultural activities include a German cake day and 
German picnic.

INTEGRATED LEARNING
An Integrated Learning program is a focused 
study that has a purpose, product, or outcome. 
An Integrated Learning program is undertaken by 
a group of students in a school, or a student or 
students involved in a community group, allowing 
them to explore their connections with the wider 
community. 

Integrated Learning can be organised in different 
ways, according to the needs and interests of the 
students and the school.

Integrated Learning has:
 +  A program focus (which could be, for 

example, a topic, an activity, or a group 
project) decided by the teacher or by the 
teacher in consultation with students.

 +  One or more key areas of study (each key 
area is based on one of the capabilities) 
that are chosen to support and guide 
the exploration and development of the 
program focus through guiding questions.

For this subject the assessment design criteria are:

 +  Application 

 +  Investigation

 +  Communication and collaboration

 +  Reflection

 +  Understanding

Prerequisite 
Recommendation by SACE Coordinator

Weight

Language Anthology
• Social interaction
•  Text creation
•  Language analysis

Collaborative
•  Product in German
•  Product statement in 

English

Weight

Folio 30%
Skills and Applications Tasks 40%
Project 30%

A
ssessm

ent
A

ssessm
ent

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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LEGAL STUDIES
Legal Studies explores Australia’s legal heritage 
and the dynamic nature of the Australian legal 
system within a global context. Students are 
provided with an understanding of the structures 
of the Australian legal system and how that system 
responds and contributes to social change while 
acknowledging tradition.

The study of Legal Studies provides insight into 
law-making, the processes of dispute resolution, 
and the administration of justice. Students 
investigate legal perspectives on contemporary 
issues in society. 

They reflect on, and make informed judgments 
about, the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Australian legal system. Students consider how, 
and to what degree, these weaknesses may be 
remedied.

Students read and write about, discuss, analyse, 
and debate issues. They use a variety of methods 
to investigate legal issues, including observing the 
law in action in courts and through various media. 
Students will study law and society, plus topics 
selected at the teacher’s discretion from: people, 
structures and processes of the legal system; law-
making, justice and society; young people and the 
law; motorists and the law; young workers and the 
law; relationships and the law; refugee and asylum 
seekers and the law; minority groups and the law; 
or other focus area of interest and the law.

Prerequisite 
Satisfactory achievement in Year 10 SOSE

MATHEMATICAL METHODS
Mathematics develops an increasingly complex 
and sophisticated understanding of calculus, 
statistics, mathematical arguments and proofs, and 
using mathematical models. By using functions, 
their derivatives and integrals, and by using 
mathematically modelling physical processes, 
students develop a deep understanding of the 
physical world through a sound knowledge of 
relationships involving rates of change. Students 
use statistics to describe and analyse phenomena 
that involve uncertainty and variation.

Stage 1 Maths Methods allows students to 
achieve the numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
Students who achieve a C grade or better in this 
subject meet the compulsory 10 credit numeracy 
requirement.

Content
 +  Functions and graphs

 +  Polynomials

 +  Trigonometry

 +  Counting and Statistics

 +  Growth and Decay.

 +  Introduction to Differential Calculus

Prerequisite 
Minimum B Grade in Year 10 Mathematical 
Methods, or A Grade in Year 10 General 
Mathematics

Weight

Folio 50%
Issues Study 25%
Presentation 25%

Weight

Skills and Applications Tasks 75%
Folio (Directed Investigations 
and Projects)

25%
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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MUSIC
Music Advanced programs are designed for 
students with a substantial background in music 
and provide pathways to the range of Stage 2 
Music subjects.

Through the study of music, students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such 
as performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies. 
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments.

Music A content
 +  Musicianship (theory, aural, analysis, 

harmony)

 +  Arrangement (32 bar in style of choice)

 +  Ensemble and solo performance

 +  Extra curricula ensemble (e.g. School Band, 
Senior Choir, Year 11/12 Band)

Music B content
 +  Musicianship 

 +  Arrangement in Sonata form

 +  Ensemble and solo performance

 +  Special study

 +  Extra curricula ensemble (e.g. School Band, 
Senior Choir, Year 11/12 Band)

Prerequisite 
Satisfactory completion of Year 10 Music or 
AMEB equivalent by approval of Music faculty.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Outdoor Education is the study of the human 
connection to natural environments through 
outdoor activities. Students develop their sense of 
self-reliance and build relationships with people 
and natural environments. Outdoor Education 
focuses on the development of awareness 
of environmental issues through observation, 
participation and evaluation.

By participating in outdoor activities, students 
develop knowledge and skills, and reflect on their 
personal, group, and social development. They 
gain an understanding of ecology, environmental 
sustainability, cultural perspectives. Through 
outdoor journeys, students increase their 
effectiveness as members of a group and develop 
skills in leadership, self-management, group 
management, planning and evaluating, personal 
reflection, assessing and managing risks, managing 
safety, and minimising environmental impacts for 
sustainable futures.

Students reflect critically on environmental 
practices and are introduced to employment 
options in the outdoor and environmental fields.

Content
 +  Environment and Conservation

 +  Planning and Management

 +  Outdoor Activities  
(Orienteering and/ or Rock climbing)

 +  Outdoor Journey  
(Bushwalking and/ or Canoeing)

Prerequisite 
Nil.

Weight

Creative Works 40%
Music Literacy 40%
School Assessed 20%

Weight

Practical 50%
Folio 30%
Report 20%
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
In Physical Education, students study human 
physical activity and its place in the lives of 
individuals and groups of people. Students 
examine the practical application of human 
physical skills and analyse the personal, 
community, and global issues that surround the 
role of human physical activity in society. 

This course is aimed towards students who have 
an interest in physical activity and who wish to 
improve their skills and knowledge in a variety 
of topics. The Physical Education programme 
comprises of two sections - practical and theory.

Content
Practical Skills Application

 +  Module: Badminton

 +  Athletics Carnival Officiating

 +  Touch

 +  Basketball

 +  Sofcrosse

 +  Weight Training

Principles and Issues

 + Exercise Physiology

 +  Issues Analysis

 +  Skill Development and Biomechanics 

 +  Issues Analysis

Prerequisite 
Successful completion of Physical Education 
Theory in Year 10.

PHYSICS
The study of Physics is constructed around using 
qualitative and quantitative models, laws, and 
theories to better understand matter, forces, 
energy, and the interaction among them. Physics 
seeks to explain natural phenomena, from the 
subatomic world to the macrocosmos, and to 
make predictions about them. The models, laws, 
and theories in physics are based on evidence 
obtained from observations, measurements, and 
active experimentation. 

In Physics students integrate and apply a range of 
understanding, inquiry, and scientific thinking skills 
that encourage and inspire them to contribute 
their own solutions to current and future 
problems and challenges, and pursue scientific 
pathways, for example in engineering, renewable 
energy generation, communications, materials 
innovation, transport and vehicle safety, medical 
science, scientific research, and the exploration of 
the universe.

Content
 +  Linear Motion and Forces

 +  Electric Circuits

 +  Heat

 +  Energy and Momentum

 +  Waves

 +  Nuclear Models and Radioactivity

Prerequisite 
Minimum B Grade in Year 10 Science and a 
passing grade in Year 10 Mathematical Methods.

Weight

Major Practical Module 30%
Minor Practicals – 15% each 30%
Folio (Theory work in class) 20%
Issues Analysis (Critical study) 20%

Weight

Investigative Folio 60%
Skills and Application Tasks 40%
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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RELIGION STUDIES
Students develop, through this course, an 
understanding of different religious beliefs, 
perspectives and practices compared with those 
of Christianity.

Students critically reflect on contemporary ethical 
or social justice issues from a Christian perspective 
and explore how they contribute to providing a 
basis for ethical decision making.

The course also includes a reflection on the 
reliability of scripture and a study of Judaism as 
foundational elements of Christianity.

Content
Two Religious and Spiritual Traditions Studies:

 +  A comparative study of an aspect of Islam 
and Christianity

 +  A study of a cult, compared with relevant 
Christian teaching and practices

An Issues Investigation:

 + A survey and oral presentation of a specific 
ethical or social justice issue

A Reflection:

 +  A reflection on the reliability of Scripture 
and our study of Judaism as foundational 
elements of Christianity

Prerequisite 
Nil.

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS
Mathematics develops an increasingly complex 
and sophisticated understanding of calculus, 
statistics, mathematical arguments and proofs, 
and using mathematical models. By using 
functions, their derivatives and integrals, and by 
mathematically modelling physical processes, 
students develop a deep understanding of the 
physical world through a sound knowledge of 
relationships involving rates of change. Students 
use statistics to describe and analyse phenomena 
that involve uncertainty and variation.

Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics allows students to 
achieve the numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
Students who achieve a C grade or better in this 
subject meet the compulsory 10 credit numeracy 
requirement.

Content
 +  Geometry

 +  Vectors in the Plane

 +  Further Trigonometry

Prerequisite 
Minimum B grade in both Year 10 Mathematical 
Methods and Specialist Mathematics.

Weight

Practical Activity (2) 50%
Issues Investigation 25%
Reflection 25%

Weight

Skills and Applications Tasks 75%
Folio (Directed Investigations) 25%
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY

 ONE SEMESTER ONLY
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TOURISM
In Tourism, students develop an understanding 
of the nature of tourists, tourism, and the tourism 
industry. They investigate local, national, and 
global tourism; and explore tourism as a business. 
Students gain an understanding of the complex 
economic, social, cultural and environmental 
impacts of tourism. A student’s understanding of 
the sustainable management of tourism is central 
to the subject. 

The 10-credit subject consists of topics that are 
informed by four themes. A 20-credit subject 
consists of six topics that are informed by the four 
themes.

Themes: understanding the tourism industry, 
identifying visitors and hosts, creating sustainable 
tourism, working in the tourism industry.

Topics
 +  Investigating the history of tourism

 +  Exploring tourism in the local area

 +  Examining local impacts of tourism

 +  Preparing for international travel 

 +  Understanding the role of organisations and 
government in tourism

 +  Examining tourism and technological change

 +  Appreciating tourism in Australia

 +  Investigating tourism markets

 +  Understanding tourism and natural 
environments

 +  Tourism industry skills

 +  Negotiated topic

Prerequisite
Satisfactory achievement in Year 10 SOSE.

VISUAL ART (ART)
In Visual Art students express ideas through 
practical work using drawings, sketches, diagrams, 
models, prototypes, photographs, and/or 
audio-visual techniques leading to resolved 
pieces. Students have opportunities to research, 
understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical context.

Content
 +  Natural Environment

 +  Symbols and Meaning

 +  Australian Colonial Art 

 +  French Impressionism

 +  Australian Impressionism.

 +  Aboriginal Culture and Arts

 +  Thematic Art

 +  Still Life

 +  Contemporary Australian Art

 + Multi-Media and IT

Prerequisite 
Satisfactory achievement in at least one semester 
of Year 10 Art.

Weight

Case Study 25%
Sources Analysis 25%
Practical Activity 25%
Investigation 25%

Weight

Folio  
(Practical Development Work)

40%

Practical (Two major pieces) 30%
Visual Studies 30%
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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VISUAL ART (GRAPHIC DESIGN)
In this design based course students will learn 
and apply the design process and a variety of 
2D and 3D design principles. Digital software 
will be used to create a multitude of 2D and 3D 
results. Creative thinking and problem solving 
are a significant aspect of course assignments. All 
research and practical outcomes are intended 
to prepare students for Year 12 Communication 
Design or Visual Art Design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content
 +  Logos

 +  Illustration

 +  Corporate ID

 +  Typography

 +  Packaging

 +  Design Classics

 +  Moral and social issues in graphic design 
and advertising

Prerequisite 
Year 10 Art, Multimedia, or Design and 
Technology Studies.

WORKPLACE PRACTICES
In Workplace Practices students develop 
knowledge, skills and understanding of the 
nature, type and structure of the workplace. 
They learn about the changing nature of work, 
industrial relations, legislation, safe and sustainable 
workplace practices and local, national and global 
issues in an industry and workplace context.

The subject includes student participation in 
a ‘Vocational Learning Activity’ which can be 
chosen from a range of options including, work 
experience, part-time work or by undertaking a 
VET qualification.

Content
 +  Future Trends in World of Work

 +  The Value of Unpaid Work to Society

 +  Workers’ Rights and Responsibilities

 +  Career Planning

Prerequisite 
Nil.

Weight

Folio 60%
Product 40%

Weight

Folio 40%
Performance 35%
Reflection 25%
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 ONE SEMESTER ONLY

 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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The following Stage 2 subjects will be offered at Torrens Valley Christian 
School in 2020, depending on student interest. Students need to select 
sufficient subjects at Stage 2 level to ensure they meet the necessary 
SACE requirements.

Tick
Credits 

per year Subject
Offered 
Year 11

Offered 
Year 12

20 Ancient Studies ✓* ✓

20 Biology ✓

20 Chemistry ✓

20 Child Studies ✓

20 Community Studies ✓

20 Design, Technology and Engineering  
(Digital Communication Solutions)

✓

20 Design, Technology and Engineering  
(Materials Solutions)

✓

20 Digital Technologies ✓

20 English ✓

20 English Literary Studies ✓

20 Essential English ✓

20 Food and Hospitality ✓

20 General Mathematics ✓

20 German ✓

20 Legal Studies ✓

20 Mathematical Methods ✓

20 Modern History ✓* ✓

10 Music Performance (Ensemble) ✓** ✓

10 Music Performance (Solo) ✓

20 Music Studies ✓

20 Physical Education ✓

20 Physics ✓

20 Psychological Studies (Integrated Learning) ✓

20 Research Project (compulsory subject in Year 11) ✓ ✓

20 Specialist Mathematics ✓

20 Tourism ✓

20 Vetamorphus

20 Visual Art (Art)

20 Visual Art (Design)

20 Workplace Practices

* Open to students with very proficient literacy skills  **In consultation with Music faculty 



55

STAGE
TWO

T
V

CS
 S

U
BJ

EC
TS



56

ST
A

G
E 

T
W

O
 

T
V

C
S  

SU
BJ

EC
TS

ANCIENT STUDIES
In Stage 2 Ancient Studies, students learn about 
the history, literature, society, and culture of 
ancient civilisations, which may include those of 
Asia–Australia, the Americas, Europe, and Western 
Asia/North Africa, and the classical civilisations of 
Greece and Rome.

In Ancient Studies, students draw on many other 
fields of study. They consider the environmental, 
social, economic, religious, cultural, and aesthetic 
aspects of societies. Students also explore the 
ideas and innovations that shape and are shaped 
by societies. 

Contemporary societies have a long heritage 
based on civilisations of the past. The study of 
ancient cultures, therefore, enables students to 
explore the universality and diversity of human 
experience and enhance their own cultural and 
intercultural understanding.

Students will study three topics selected at 
the discretion of the teacher. Students also 
complete an externally assessed individual inquiry 
developed in consultation with the teacher.

Prerequisite 
An interest in History and proficient literacy skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIOLOGY
In Biology students learn about the four themes 
listed below. They have the opportunity to 
develop their skills through various learning 
opportunities and to provide evidence of their 
learning and competency in these skills.

Topics
 +  Cells as the Basis of Life

 +  DNA and Proteins

 +  Homeostasis

 +  Evolution

Each topic incorporates:

 +  Science inquiry skills

 +  Science as a human endeavour

 +  Scientific understanding

Prerequisite 
Minimum B Grade in Stage 1 Biology and 
Semester 1, Stage 1 Biology. 
 

School Assessment Weight
Skills and Application 50%
Connections 20%
External Assessment
Inquiry 30%

School Assessment Weight
Investigations Folio 30%
Skills and Applications Tasks 40%
External Assessment
Examination (2 hours) 30%
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  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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CHEMISTRY
In their study of Chemistry, students develop and 
extend their understanding of how the physical 
world is chemically constructed, the interaction 
between human activities and the environment, 
and the use that human beings make of the 
planet’s resources.

Students consider examples of benefits and risks 
of chemical knowledge to the wider community, 
along with the capacity of chemical knowledge to 
inform public debate on social and environmental 
issues.

Through the study of Chemistry, students develop 
the skills that enable them to be questioning, 
reflective, and critical thinkers; investigate and 
explain phenomena around them; and explore 
strategies and possible solutions to address 
major challenges now and in the future. Students 
integrate and apply a range of understanding, 
inquiry, and scientific thinking skills that encourage 
and inspire them to contribute their own solutions 
to current and future problems and challenges.

Topics
 +  Monitoring the Environment

 +  Managing Chemical Processes

 +  Organic and Biological Chemistry

 +  Managing Resources

Prerequisite 
A minimum B Grade at Stage 1 Chemistry in two 
semesters of study is required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILD STUDIES
This subject focuses on children’s growth and 
development from conception to eight years and 
examines the different factors that impact upon 
these.

Through the study of Stage 2 Child Studies, 
students develop a variety of research, 
management, and practical skills.

Topics
 +  Antenatal development

 +  Nutrition for babies and young children

 +  Child development

 +  Children with special needs

 +  Protecting children – safety and 
immunisation

Costs 
There will be costs involved for some materials 
and ingredients for the individual assessment 
practical.

Prerequisite 
Nil. However, Home Economics in Year 10 and/or 
Stage 1 is highly recommended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Assessment Weight
Individual Practical Activities

•  Food Preparation 
•  Sewing

50%

Group Practical Activities
• Food Preparation 

20%

External Assessment
Investigation 30%

School Assessment Weight
Investigations Folio 30%
Skills and Applications Tasks 40%
External Assessment
Examination (2 hours) 30%

The examination will be marked by external 
assessors with reference to performance 
standards.
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  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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COMMUNITY STUDIES
Community Studies offers students the 
opportunity to learn in a community context and 
to interact with teachers, peers, and community 
members beyond the school environment.

Students decide the focus of their community 
activity, which begins from a point of personal 
interest, skill, or knowledge. By setting challenging 
and achievable goals in a community activity, 
students enhance their skills and understandings 
in a guided and supported learning program. 

They develop their capability to work 
independently and to apply their skills and 
knowledge in practical ways in their community.

Students prepare a contract of work to develop 
a community activity from the following six areas 
of study:

 +  Arts and the community

 +  Communication and the community

 +  Foods and the community

 +  Health, recreation, and the community

 +  Science technology and the community

 +  Work and the community

Prerequisite 
Nil.

DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY  
AND ENGINEERING (DIGITAL  
COMMUNICATION SOLUTIONS)
In this design based course students will apply the 
Design Process and a variety of 2D and 3D design 
principles. 

Digital software is used to create a multitude of 
2D and 3D results.

Creative thinking and problem solving are a 
significant aspect of course assignments, with a 
focus on producing material to market an idea.

All research and practical outcomes are intended 
to prepare students for relevant Tertiary 
Education.

Areas of focus may combine Typography, Logos, 
Corporate ID, Digital rendering, Packaging, Design 
Classics, Illustration and Concept Development, 
Environmental Design, Product Design, Industrial 
Design, 3D Printing, Design Classics, Moral and 
Social Issues in Design and Advertising.

Our major project is based on a student-created 
design brief revolved around local food business, 
festivals or cultural events.

Prerequisite 
Nil.

School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Contract of Work        

1.  Development of Contract
2.  Folio 
3.  Presentation

70%

External Assessment
Type 2: Reflection 30%

School Assessment Weight
Skills and Applications Tasks 20%
Major Product and  
Minor Product

50%

External Assessment
Folio 30%
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 SEMESTER 1 ONLY OR SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY  
AND ENGINEERING  
(MATERIAL SOLUTIONS)
Through the study of Design and Technology 
students develop the ability to identify, create, 
initiate, and develop products, processes, or 
systems. Students learn to use tools, materials, 
and systems safely and competently to complete 
a product. They explore technologies in both 
contemporary and historical settings, and analyse 
the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental, and sustainable consequences. 
The learning requirements for Stage 2 Design and 
Technology emphasise the importance of the 
design process as a preliminary to the realisation 
process. 

Required work for the course involve 4 
components:

 +  Skills Task: The production and evaluation 
of woodworking joints and the production of 
Fusion CAD parts, drawings and assemblies.

 + Material Study: Study and report on the 
properties of materials or components that 
will be used in the production of the product 
designed in the Folio Task. This study will 
involve scientific testing of the materials to 
determine relevant physical properties.

 + Folio Task: Analyse a construction need, 
study similar products, design and plan 
a product, evaluate the planning and 
production work. Externally marked.

 + Minor and Major Products: Students are 
given a sustainable design brief involving 
pallet timber. They are to concept, design  
and construct their projects with the  
materials supplied.

Prerequisite
Nil.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Stage 2 Digital Technologies includes the 
following focus areas:

 +  Focus area 1: Computational Thinking

 +  Focus area 2: Design and Programming

 +  Focus area 3: Data Analytics

 +  Focus area 4: Iterative Project 
Development

Computational thinking underpins the learning 
in this subject. In applying their computational 
thinking skills, students apply logical steps to 
identify and deconstruct problems that are of 
interest to them, recognise patterns through 
abstraction, design algorithms, and create 
innovative digital solutions.

Content
 +  Data Analytics and Info Graphics

 +  Programming – Unity C#

 +  Students choice of language

Prerequisite
Nil. However, proficient coding skills are highly 
recommended.

School Assessment Weight
Skills and Applications Tasks 20%
Major Product and  
Minor Product

50%

External Assessment
Folio 30%

School Assessment Weight
Project Skills 50%
Collaborative Project 20%
External Assessment
Individual Digital Solution 30%
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  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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ENGLISH
Stage 2 English explores the interrelationship 
of author, text and audience with emphasis 
on how language and stylistic features shape 
ideas and perspectives in a range of contexts. 
An understanding of the interconnectedness 
of purpose, audience and context is applied 
to the creation of student texts. Students have 
opportunities to reflect on their personal values 
and those of other people by responding to 
aesthetic and cultural aspects of texts from the 
contemporary world, from the past, and from 
Australian and other cultures.

Topics
 +  Responding to Texts

 +  Creating Texts

 +  Comparative Analysis (subject to 
Moderation)

Prerequisite
Students are recommended for this subject by the 
Senior School English Faculty. Minimum B Grade in 
Stage 1 English in both semesters.

ENGLISH LITERARY STUDIES
This subject is a study of how ideas are presented 
through different text types. Students study a 
range of text types, including prose texts, film, 
drama texts poetry and digital texts, and learn 
how creators express their ideas through these 
mediums. Students also create original works, 
applying their understanding of text types and 
language features. This subject allows students to 
appreciate literature.

Responding to Texts
 +  Text analysis / responding to texts

 +  Creating texts

 +  Intertextual/comparative tasks

Prerequisite
Stage 1 English (Literature).
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 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Responding to Texts 30%
Type 2: Creating Texts 40%
External Assessment
Comparative Analysis 30%

School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Responding to Texts 50%
Type 2: Creating Texts 20%
External Assessment
Part A: Comparative Text Study 15%
Part B: Critical Reading 15%
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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH
In this subject, students respond to, and 
create, texts for a range of different contexts. 
They understand ideas from different textual 
perspectives and consider how language choices 
affect meaning. 

Classroom texts are familiar, everyday texts that 
students will enjoy engaging with, responding 
to and creating. Evidence of learning can be 
produced in written and multi-modal forms, 
therefore offering a chance for students to 
maximise their strengths.

The subject is organised in three assessment types 
with options in each. These are: 

 +  Responding to Texts (Subject to 
Moderation) 

 +  Creating Texts (Subject to Moderation) 

 +  Language Study (Externally marked)

Students also produce an independent language 
study, which examines the use of language by a 
group of people in a chosen context, for example, 
a sport youth or volunteer group. Students study 
the function of language in communicating ideas, 
information and opinions, and forming group 
identity. 

Prerequisite
Students are recommended for this subject by the 
Senior School English Faculty.

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY
Students will focus on further developing 
food preparation and service skills and gaining 
knowledge, in the context of the Food and 
Hospitality Industry.

Students are expected to be able to work 
independently as well as collaboratively, be 
competent in reading and following recipes and 
have good food preparation skills.

Topics
 +  Food Preservation ( Jams, Pickles, Chutneys)

 +  Sugar and Sugar Alternatives

 +  Cake Decorating as a Business

 +  Bush Tucker Foods

 +  Catering for Open Day – Finger Foods

 +  A meal for homeless men

There will be some costs involved for the each 
of the individual assessment practicals during the 
year.

Prerequisite
Nil. Successful completion of Stage 1 Food and 
Hospitality would be beneficial. 
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 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Responding to Texts 30%
Type 2: Creating Texts 40%
External Assessment
Type 3: Language Study 30%

School Assessment Weight
Individual Practical Activities 50%
Group Activities 20%
External Assessment
Investigation 30%
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS
General Mathematics extends students’ 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical 
problem solving. A problem-based approach 
is integral to the development of mathematical 
models and the associated key concepts in the 
topics. 

These topics cover a diverse range of applications 
of mathematics, including personal financial 
management, the statistical investigation process, 
modelling using linear and non-linear functions, 
and discrete modelling using networks and 
matrices. Successful completion of General 
Mathematics at Stage 2 prepares students 
for entry to tertiary courses requiring a non-
specialised background in mathematics.

Students study five topics from the list of six 
topics. All students must study topics 1, 3, 4 and 5.

Topics
 +  Modelling with Linear Relationships

 +  Modelling with Matrices

 +  Statistical Models 

 +  Financial Models 

 +  Discrete Models 

 +  Open Topic

Prerequisite
Minimum B Grade in at least one unit of SACE 
Stage 1 General Mathematics or Mathematical 
Methods

GERMAN
The language to be studied and assessed is the 
modern standard or official version of German. 
Students will build on previous knowledge 
and understanding, focusing on language and 
grammar, as well as the cultural realm. Students 
will be encouraged to communicate in oral and 
written forms in everyday situations. They will 
interact with others, create and analyse texts and 
develop and apply linguistic and intercultural 
knowledge.

Stage 2 German at continuers level consists of 
three themes and a number of prescribed topics 
to promote meaningful communication and 
explore aspects of their personal world.

 +  The Individual

 +  The German-speaking communities

 +  The Changing World

Unit 1:
 +  A slice of my life, holidays and travel, family 

life and school life.

 + Life in former East Germany

Unit 2:
 +  German Reunification, leisure time and 

social media plus a film.

An in-depth study research topic will also be 
undertaken in English and German incorporating 
an oral presentation and written response in 
German and a reflective response in English. 
Students will choose the topic themselves. Cultural 
activities include a German breakfast.

Prerequisite
Minimum B Grade in Year 11 German, both 
semesters.
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School Assessment Weight
Skills and Applications Tasks 40%
Mathematical Investigation 30%
External Assessment
Examination (2 hours) 30%

School Assessment Weight
Folio - Speaking, Writing,  
Text Analysis

50%

In-depth Study 20%
External Assessment
Examination (Oral and written 
examination)

30%

Oral Examination 
• Conversation about everyday life (on 

3 themes) 
• Discussion on in-depth study

Written Examination (3 hours)
• Listening and responding
• Reading and responding
• Writing in German

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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LEGAL STUDIES
Legal Studies students explore Australia’s legal 
heritage and the dynamic nature of the Australian 
legal system within a global context. Students are 
provided with an understanding of the structure 
of the Australian legal system and how that system 
responds and contributes to social change while 
acknowledging tradition.

The study of Legal Studies provides insight into 
law-making, the processes of dispute resolution, 
and the administration of justice. Students 
investigate legal perspectives on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the Australian legal system. 
Students consider how, and to what degree, these 
weaknesses may be remedied.

Students explore the Australian legal system 
from the local level to its global connections. 
They examine the key concepts of parliamentary 
democracy, constitutional government, and civic 
participation.

Students study the following four topics: 

 +  The Australian legal system

 +  Constitutional government

 +  Law-making

 +  Justice systems

Prerequisite
Successful completion of Stage 1 English and 
other language-rich subjects is desirable.

MATHEMATICAL METHODS
Mathematical Methods develops an increasingly 
complex and sophisticated understanding of 
calculus and statistics. By using functions and their 
derivatives and integrals, and by mathematically 
modelling physical processes, students develop 
a deep understanding of the physical world 
through a sound knowledge of relationships 
involving rates of change. Students use statistics 
to describe and analyse phenomena that involve 
uncertainty and variation.

Mathematical Methods provides the foundation 
for further study in mathematics, economics, 
computer sciences, and the sciences. 

It prepares students for courses and careers that 
may involve the use of statistics, such as health 
or social sciences. When studied together with 
Specialist Mathematics, this subject can be a 
pathway to engineering, physical science, and 
laser physics.

Stage 2 Mathematical Methods consists of the 
following topics:

 +  Further Differentiation and Applications

 +  Discrete Random Variables

 +  Integral Calculus

 +  Logarithmic Functions

 +  Continuous Random Variables and the 
Normal Distribution

 +  Sampling and Confidence Intervals

Prerequisite
Minimum B grade in two semesters of SACE Stage 
1 Mathematical Methods.
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School Assessment Weight
Folio 50%
Inquiry 20%
External Assessment
Exam 30%

School Assessment Weight
Skills and Application Tasks 50%
Mathematical Investigation 20%
External Assessment
Examination 30%

Students provide evidence of their 
learning through eight assessments, 
including the external component. 
Students undertake: six skills and 
applications tasks, one mathematical 
investigation, one examination.

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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MODERN HISTORY
In the study of Modern History at Stage 2, 
students investigate the growth of modern nations 
at a time of rapid global change. They engage in a 
study of one nation, and of interactions between 
or among nations.

In their study of one nation, students investigate 
the social, political, and economic changes that 
shaped the development of that nation. They 
develop insights into the characteristics of a 
modern nation, and the crises and challenges that 
have confronted it. Students also consider the 
ways in which the nation has dealt with internal 
divisions and external challenges, and the paths 
that it has taken. 

At Stage 2, students explore relationships among 
nations and groups, examine some significant and 
distinctive features of the world since 1945, and 
consider their impact on the contemporary world.

Through their studies, students build their skills in 
historical method through inquiry, by examining 
and evaluating the nature of sources. 

This includes who wrote or recorded them, 
whose history they tell, whose stories are not 
included and why, and how technology is creating 
new ways in which histories can be conveyed. 
Students explore different interpretations, draw 
conclusions, and develop reasoned historical 
arguments.

Students will study one topic from ‘Modern 
Nations’ and one topic from ‘The World since 
1945’ selected at the discretion of the teacher. 

Prerequisite
A high degree of proficiency in written English 
language is required.

MUSIC PERFORMANCE (ENSEMBLE)
Students apply knowledge and understanding 
of style, structure, conventions, musical skills and 
techniques in refining and performing musical 
works in an ensemble. They interpret creative 
works and express musical ideas, discussing key 
musical elements of the repertoire. Students 
demonstrate responsive collaboration within an 
ensemble and critique and evaluate their own 
learning within music.

In general, students participate in one of the 
following throughout the subject:

 + A small ensemble of two or more 
performers

 + An orchestra

 + A band

 + A choir, vocal ensemble, or with a solo 
performer (as an accompanist)

 + A performing arts production (as a singer or 
an instrumentalist)

Students perform on only one instrument or the 
voice and in only one ensemble. Students may 
perform as a vocalist and as an instrumentalist. 

Students may also perform with recognised 
doublings, such as piccolo and flute, tenor 
saxophone and alto saxophone, flute and 
saxophone, electric guitar and acoustic guitar. 
Students prepare and present three public 
performances of 6-8 minutes each, with part-
testing of approximately 2 minutes, and a 
discussion of 800 words or 4 minutes if oral.

Final Performance
Students present an ensemble portfolio consisting 
of an ensemble performance, individual part-
testing and a 500 word evaluation of their 
learning journey, or 3 minutes if oral.

Prerequisite
Satisfactory completion of SACE Stage 1 Music.
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School Assessment Weight
Historical Skills 50%
Historical Studies 20%
External Assessment
Examination 30%

School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Performance 30%
Type 2: Performance and 
Discussion

40%

External Assessment
Type 3: Performance Portfolio 30%

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE (SOLO)
Students apply knowledge and understanding 
of style, structure, conventions, musical skills and 
techniques in refining and performing musical 
works. They interpret creative works and express 
musical ideas, discussing key musical elements of 
their chosen repertoire. Students develop stage 
presence and skills in engaging an audience, and 
they critique and evaluate their own learning 
within music. See the SACE website for a list of 
approved instruments. Students may also perform 
with recognised doublings, such as piccolo and 
flute, tenor saxophone and alto saxophone, flute 
and saxophone, electric guitar and acoustic guitar. 

Students prepare and present three public 
performances of 6-8 minutes each and a 
discussion of 800 words, or 4 minutes if oral.

Final Performance
Students present a solo performance portfolio 
consisting of a solo performance of a musical 
work or works and a 500 word evaluation of their 
learning journey, or 3 minutes if oral.

Prerequisite
Satisfactory completion of SACE Stage 1 Music.

MUSIC STUDIES
Students apply knowledge and understanding 
of musical elements, musical skills and techniques 
in refining, developing and presenting* creative 
works. They use a range of musical literacy skills, 
including aural perception, notation, analysis, 
interpretation and manipulation. Students’ 
findings and musical ideas are synthesized and 
expressed, and the musical influences on their 
own creative works are reflected upon.

A performance, presented to a live audience, 
may be solo or within an ensemble and should 
be 10-12 minutes. Ensemble performances need 
part-testing provided as additional evidence of 
contribution to the ensemble.

Compositions or arrangements should total 5-6 
minutes and include a statement of 750 words, or 
5 minutes if oral.

Prerequisite
Satisfactory completion of SACE Stage 1 Music.

*For the purpose of this subject, ‘presenting’ refers to 
performing and/or composing/arranging music.
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School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Performance 30%
Type 2: Performance and 
Discussion

40%

External Assessment
Type 3: Performance Portfolio 30%

School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Creative Works 40%
Type 2: Musical Literacy 30%
External Assessment
Type 3: Examination (2 hours) 30%

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2

 SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Through Physical Education, students explore 
the participation in, and performance of, human 
physical activities. It is an experiential subject in 
which students explore their physical capacities 
‘in, through and about’ physical activity and 
investigate the factors that influence and improve 
participation and performance outcomes, which 
lead to greater movement confidence and 
competence.

Education ‘in’ physical activity involves students 
making meaning of personal movement 
experiences.

Education ‘through’ physical activity involves 
students using movement to strengthen their 
personal, intellectual, and social skill development. 

Education ‘about’ physical activity involves 
students developing an understanding of 
biophysical, psychological, and sociocultural 
domains through participation in physical activity. 
The biophysical domain includes learning and 
applying exercise physiology, skill acquisition and 
biomechanical concepts. 

Prerequisite
Successful completion of Physical Education in 
Year 11.

Note: At the time of printing the SACE Board was 
still in the final stages of confirming the details 
of this newly improved subject outline. We have 
endeavoured to provide the most accurate insight 
in the program that is available at this point in time

PHYSICS
The study of Physics is constructed around using 
qualitative and quantitative models, laws, and 
theories to better understand matter, forces, 
energy, and the interaction among them. Physics 
seeks to explain natural phenomena, from the 
subatomic world to the macrocosmos, and to 
make predictions about them. The models, laws, 
and theories in Physics are based on evidence 
obtained from observations, measurements, and 
active experimentation. 

By studying Physics, students understand how new 
evidence can lead to the refinement of existing 
models and theories and to the development of 
different, more complex ideas, technologies, and 
innovations.

In Physics, students integrate and apply a range of 
understanding, inquiry, and scientific thinking skills 
that encourage and inspire them to contribute 
their own solutions to current and future 
problems and challenges. Students also pursue 
scientific pathways, for example, in engineering, 
renewable energy generation, communications, 
materials innovation, transport and vehicle safety, 
medical science, scientific research, and the 
exploration of the universe.

Content
The three strands of Science to be integrated 
throughout student learning are:

 +  Science inquiry skills

 +  Science as a human endeavour

 +  Science understanding

The topics for Stage 2 Physics are:

 +  Topic 1: Motion and Relativity

 +  Topic 2: Electricity and Magnetism

 +  Topic 3: Light and Atoms

Prerequisite
Minimum B Grade in Year 11 Physics and a C 
grade in Year 11 Mathematical Methods.

A
ss

es
sm

en
t School Assessment Weight

Type 1: Diagnostics 30%
Type 2: Improvement Analysis 40%
External Assessment
Type 3: Group Dynamics 30%

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2
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School Assessment Weight
Investigation Folio 30%
Skills and Applications 40%
External Assessment
Examination 30%
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PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES
This Integrated Learning subject offers students 
the opportunity to be introduced to the concepts 
of human behaviour and Psychology. 

Topics covered will include:

 + Introduction to Psychology

 +  Psychology God Designed

 +  The Four Levels of Explanation of Behaviour

 +  Emotions and Film Study

 +  Positive Psychology – the place of gratitude 

 +  Brain Behaviour

Assessment tasks provide opportunities for 
students to work collaboratively and also to 
explore matters related to human behaviour that 
are of personal interest. 

Please note that this subject is not Stage 2 
Psychology that sits in the SACE in the category of 
Science. Students studying this program will have 
their results listed as Stage 2 integrated Learning 
from the category of Cross Disciplinary Studies

Prerequisite
Nil.

RESEARCH PROJECT
In the Stage 2 Research Project, students 
undertake a detailed self-directed study in an 
area of personal interest. The Research Project 
is an opportunity for students to build on or 
extend their learning in an existing SACE subject 
or course, hobby, work or community interest. 
Students must complete 10 credits of the Stage 2 
Research Project with at least a C - grade or better 
to gain their SACE.

Students are allocated a teacher-supervisor and 
develop a research focus of their choice. Students 
work independently to plan and manage a 
research project, demonstrating the capabilities. 
Students analyse information and explore ideas 
to develop their research, develop and apply 
specific knowledge and skills, communicate 
their findings, and finally, evaluate the research 
processes used.

Students are required to select either the external 
assessment Research Project A or Research 
Project B. 

Research Project A is not for ATAR, with the final 
review being able to be a written or non-written 
form. 

Research Project B must be completed by 
students who wish to count this unit towards the 
ATAR and must present the final Evaluation task in 
written form.

The Research Project will be completed in Year11.

Prerequisite
Personal Learning Plan completion.

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  ONE SEMESTER ONLY
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School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Practical Inquiry 40%
Type 2: Connections 30%
External Assessment
Type 3: Personal Endeavour 30%

School Assessment Weight
Type 1: Folio 30%
Type 2: Research Outcomes 40%
External Assessment
Type 3: Evaluation (RPB) or 
Review (RPA)

30%
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS
Specialist Mathematics draws on and deepens 
students’ mathematical knowledge, skills, and 
understanding, and provides opportunities for 
students to develop their skills in using rigorous 
mathematical arguments and proofs, and using 
mathematical models. It includes the study of 
functions and calculus.

The subject leads to study in a range of 
tertiary courses such as mathematical sciences, 
engineering, computer science, and physical 
sciences. Students envisaging careers in related 
fields will benefit from studying this subject.

Specialist Mathematics is designed to be studied 
in conjunction with Mathematical Methods.

Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics consists of the 
following topics:

 +  Mathematical Induction

 +  Complex Numbers

 +  Functions and Sketching Graphs

 +  Vectors in Three Dimensions

 +  Integration Techniques and Applications

 +  Rates of Change and Differential Equations

Prerequisite
Minimum B grade in two semesters of Stage 1 
Mathematical Methods and Stage 1 Specialist 
Mathematics in Year 11.

TOURISM
In Tourism, students develop an understanding 
of the nature of tourists, tourism, and the tourism 
industry. They investigate local, national, and 
global tourism; and explore tourism as a business. 
Students gain an understanding of the complex 
economic, social, cultural and environmental 
impacts of tourism. A student’s understanding of 
the sustainable management of tourism is central 
to the subject.

This subject consists of three themes and three 
topics.

Themes: operations and structures of the 
tourism industry, travellers’ perceptions and 
the interaction of host community and visitor, 
planning for and managing sustainable tourism, 
and evaluating the nature of work in the tourism 
industry.

Three topics will be selected at the discretion of 
the teacher from these possibilities: 

 + Applications of technology in tourism

 + The economics of tourism

 + Establishing a tourism venture

 + Indigenous people and tourism

 + Management of local area tourism

 + The impacts of tourism

 + Marketing tourism

 + Responsible travel

 + Special interest tourism

 + The role of governments and organisations 
in tourism

Prerequisite
Successful completion of Stage 1 English is 
desirable.

A
ss

es
sm

en
t

School Assessment Weight
Skills and Applications Tasks 50%
Directed Investigations 20%
External Assessment
Examination 30%

Students provide evidence of their learning 
through eight assessments, including 
the external component. Students 
undertake: six skills and applications 
tasks, a mathematical investigation and an 
examination.

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

A
ssessm

ent

School Assessment Weight
Folio 20%
Practical Activity 25%
Investigation 25%
External Assessment
Examination 30%
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VETAMORPHUS
This Certificate course requires students to 
engage in six key areas of learning:

 +  Peer group

 +  Bible engagement

 +  Mentoring

 +  Retreats (3 x weekends)

 +  Ministry practice 

 +  Christian community

The Peer Group activity will be facilitated on site 
at TVCS one afternoon per week for 1.5 hrs. 

Students will need to commit a significant amount 
of personal time to documenting their bible 
engagement, ministry practice and involvement in 
Christian Community.

 +  The completed qualification can be 
counted towards ATAR calculations.

Cost
There is an additional course fee for 
Vetamorphus. Details are available from the Senior 
School Coordinator.

Certificate III in Christian Ministry
Vetamorphus students complete a Certificate III 
in Christian Ministry and Theology (10432NAT), 
which provides up to 60 SACE credits over a full 
year.

Prerequisite
Students are required to submit a written 
application and participate in an interview.

VISUAL ART (ART)
In Visual Art students express ideas through 
practical work using drawings, sketches, diagrams, 
models, prototypes, and/or audio-visual 
techniques leading to resolved pieces. Students 
have opportunities to research, understand and 
reflect upon visual art works in their cultural and 
historical context.

Learning Strands:

 +  Visual Thinking

 +  Practical Resolution

 +  Visual Arts in Context

Students should provide evidence of their 
learning through four to six assessments, including 
the external assessment component. Students 
produce:

 +  One folio

 +  Two or three practical works, including a 
Practitioner’s Statement for two practical 
works

 +  Visual Study based on a theme of choice 
related to the Visual Arts in society

Prerequisite
Pass in Art or Design at SACE Stage 1 level.

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

A
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ent

Competency based assessment may 
include written work, observation,  
ministry practices, assignments, role 
 plays, oral questions, interviews and 
discussion groups.

A
ss

es
sm

en
t School Assessment Weight

Folio 40%
Practical 30%
External Assessment
Visual Study 30%
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VISUAL ART (DESIGN)
Design students respond to social needs by 
creating and resolving briefs by way of the design 
process. Practical Design work incorporates 
drawings, digital rendering, diagrams, models, 
prototypes, and/or audio-visual techniques 
leading to resolved pieces. Students have 
opportunities to research, understand and reflect 
upon a variety of design disciplines in their 
cultural and historical context; graphic, product, 
environmental, interior and multimedia.

Learning Strands:

 +  Visual Thinking

 +  Practical Resolution

 +  Design in Context

Students should provide evidence of their 
learning through four to six assessments, including 
the external assessment component. Students 
produce:

 +  One folio (40 pages)

 +  Two or three design works, including a 
practitioner’s statement for two practical 
works

 +  One Visual Study based on a theme of 
choice related to the Design in society (20 
A4 pages)

Prerequisite
SACE Stage 1 Visual Art Design or 
Communication Design.

WORKPLACE PRACTICES
In Workplace Practices students develop 
knowledge, skills and understanding of the 
nature, type and structure of the workplace. 
They learn about the changing nature of work, 
industrial relations, legislation, safe and sustainable 
workplace practices and local, national and global 
issues in an industry and workplace context.

The subject includes student participation in 
a “Vocational Learning Activity “which can be 
chosen from a range of options including, work 
experience, part-time work or by undertaking a 
VET qualification.

Topics
 +  Work in Australian Society

 +  The Changing Nature of Work

 +  Industrial Relations

 +  Utilising Technology to gain employment

 +  Negotiated Topics

 +  Social Enterprise

Prerequisite
Nil.

A
ss
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sm

en
t School Assessment Weight

Folio 25%
Performance 25%
Reflection 20%
External Assessment
Practical or Issues Investigation 30%

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

  SEMESTER 1 AND 2

A
ssessm

ent

School Assessment Weight
Folio 25%
Performance 25%
Reflection 20%
External Assessment
Practical or Issues Investigation 30%
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