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Our Foundations
Torrens Valley Christian School has a rich history and tradition as a Christian School, encouraging and 
supporting young people to be successful, independent learners.

Established in 1980, Torrens Valley Christian School was formed by a group of parents seeking Christ-
centred education for their children, founded on the Word of God and focussed on the partnership 
between staff, students, parents and local churches.

Over the forty years since its foundation, the School has remained committed to building a strong, vibrant, 
caring school community, founded in the common Christian faith, as expressed in the Nicene Creed and the 
constitution’s Educational Creed, and sustained by the Spirit of God.

The School is governed by the Torrens Valley Association for Christian Education Incorporated, trading as 
Torrens Valley Christian School.

Association members are active in a range of local churches and have a passion for high quality education 
in a distinctly Christian context. Our Board members are appointed from our Association.  The Board 
formulate strategic direction, review finances, policies and operations of the College. The Board employs 
Christian staff on behalf of the Association.

Torrens Valley Christian School is affiliated with over 65 other schools through our national body, Christian 
Education Nation (CEN). The School has current registration with the Non-Government Schools Registration 
Board and are affiliated with the Association of Independent Schools of South Australia (AISSA).
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Our Vision
Torrens Valley Christian School is a Christ-centred learning 
environment developing young people to believe, belong 
and become all that God has created them to be.

Our Mission
Torrens Valley Christian School is built on faith in Jesus 
Christ, providing excellence in education. Our aim is to 
nurture children in a Christ centred learning environment 
in order to develop their full academic, creative, personal, 
physical, moral and spiritual potential.

Our Motto
In Christ - Wisdom and Knowledge - Colossians 2:2-3

Our Values
Believe in God.

Belong to Community.

Become all you were created to be.
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Our Focus
Torrens Valley Christian School provides Christ-centred education in a caring family environment. We value 
each child as an image bearer of God, preparing them for life in this world and beyond. 

We seek to embed a biblical worldview (based on a model of Creation, Fall (what is wrong), Redemption (the 
remedy) and Restoration) into each aspect of the curriculum, using it as the blueprint to view all areas of study. 
We continually question how all we do fits within God’s plan for this world. 

Our committed Christian teachers provide a Christian emphasis in all subjects taught, offering a wide range of 
subjects at Senior School level for the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) with a high standard of 
academic achievement. 

Our Structure
Torrens Valley Christian School consists of a Primary School (Reception to Year 6) and Secondary School 
(Year 7 to 12) located on a single site in Adelaide’s north-eastern suburbs. Secondary School comprises a 
Middle (Years 7 to 9) and Senior School (Years 10 to 12). The School attracts students from across Adelaide 
and surrounding areas.

The Executive Leadership Team comprises the Principal, Business Manager, Secondary Deputy Principal, 
Primary Deputy Principal and Director of Teaching & Learning, who are supported by Coordinators at each 
level of the School.
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The Learning Environment
Torrens Valley Christian School offers an engaging and supportive learning 
environment with a curriculum which encourages authentic learning that reaches 
well beyond the classroom. We work together to create an environment where 
our students are safe to accept challenges, take risks in exploring their learning 
and achieve their best in all they undertake.

Through differentiated learning, we cater for the learning needs of our students 
at each stage of their development. Technology is integrated into all aspects 
of learning, encouraging our students to unlock different learning modes and 
processes.

The Primary (R-6) curriculum has been established with a comprehensive and 
integrated Christian approach that promotes the acquisition of the required 
skills and concepts across all key-learning areas. Class teachers and students are 
assisted by education support staff where needs are diagnosed. A safe and 
secure learning environment is provided with a class size around 25 students.

Our Middle School represents a response to the recognition that students 
in the upper primary and lower secondary years are going through a distinct 
developmental stage. Changes in society have in many ways created the “young 
adolescent” with no clear role in family and society. In recent years there has 
been increased discussion focussing on these years of schooling as educators 
have realised that the traditional structures of primary and secondary school 
are failing to meet the young adolescents’ needs. Our integral core studies with 
additional specialist studies have produced remarkable progress in assisting 
young people grapple with the world and their place in it. A vital team of 
teachers is also crucial to this process.

Senior School provides for the increased rigours of selecting appropriate 
pathways as young people prepare for their graduation and rite of passage  
to the world beyond school.  A wide range of SACE options are provided 
 for and we contend that there are no pathways limited by the range of  
subjects provided.
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Our Educational Creed
We maintain an uncompromising biblical worldview and parents and staff actively support the Christian ethos 
of the school as expressed in the Nicene Creed and the Educational Creed:

OUR COMMON FAITH
As a community united in Christ for the education of youth, we confess 
with the Church universal that there is one God, eternal and indivisible, in 
whom are three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, which three Persons 
are really, truly, and eternally distinct, each one truly God, yet without in 
any way destroying the unity of the one and only God, who is one and not 
three;

That this one God is the creator of all things, visible and invisible;

That people were created in the image of God with dominion over the 
creation;

That people sinned by disobeying the express command of God, 
so repudiating their Creator and bringing God’s wrath and curse on 
themselves and on the whole creation over which they rule;

That by the curse of sin, justly imposed, every person is cut off from 
communion with God and is dead in sin, wholly corrupt throughout the 
whole individual, and utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to 
all good, and wholly inclined to all evil;

That God in his love for the world, sent his only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to be born of the virgin Mary, being conceived by the Holy Spirit, to live 
and suffer on this earth as a man under the curse of sin although himself 
without sin, to endure the fullness of God’s curse on sin in his death on 
the cross as a ransom for many, laying down his life for the sheep so that 
all who believe in him should receive without regard to their works or 
merit, full and free pardon, the riches of God’s favour as his children and 
heirs, and eternal life in Christ, being renewed by the Holy Spirit in Christ’s 
likeness;

That the Lord Jesus Christ, having died for our sins, rose again on the third 
day by the power of God, ascended to heaven and is now seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty who has put all things in subjection 
under his feet, appointing him to be Head of all things and the Church, 
which is his body;

That at the time appointed by God and known to no person, this very 
same Jesus shall come the second time in power and glory to judge all 
people, living and dead, and having destroyed this present world, to 
establish the new heavens and new earth in which righteousness has a 
permanent home;

That when the Lord Jesus comes again all the dead shall be raised bodily, 
those who by faith have done well, to eternal life, and those who through 
unbelief have done evil, to eternal condemnation;

That the risen Christ has sent the Holy Spirit into the world that by him 
redemption might be effectually applied, the divine purpose of salvation 
accomplished, and the Church equipped for its mission on earth;

That the redemptive activity and gracious favour of God - Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit - is essential for the fulfilment of human life.

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE WORD OF GOD
We confess that the Scripture of the Old and New Testament, 
acknowledged in the confessions of the Reformation, is the infalli-
ble Word of God, and so is in all things, our supreme standard by 
which our whole life is to be judged.

That scripture is the integral divine Word by which God, through 
his Spirit, draws us to and enlightens us in the truth, which is Christ 
Jesus our Lord, the eternal Word of God. That the same eternal 
Word who reveals himself in Scripture reveals himself in all that he 
has created so that the revelation of God is one. That Scripture 
is indispensable and determinative for our knowledge of God, 
of ourselves, and of the rest of creation, and also for the whole 
educational task.

MAN’S LIFE
We confess that man, as God’s image-bearer, is given dominion 
over the creation to rule it, manage it, and develop it under God, 
who is King over kings and Lord over lords.  That man’s life is 
fulfilled only in a life of free, willing submission to God, a life lived 
in harmony with the law of God for his creation made known in 
the integral revelation of the Word of God.   That, being now 
fallen into sin, man can attain this fulfilment only, through renewal 
by the Holy Spirit after the image of his creator.  That for man to 
attempt anything at all in independence of God or in ignorance 
of God’s revelation is inherently destructive of man and of the 
creation over which he is given dominion.  That it is man’s glory, 
as God’s image-bearer to do everything so that the glory of God 
is revealed in his doing. That the development of the child as the 
image-bearer of God is a central concern of the educational task.
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BIBLICAL MARRIAGE
That we affirm the biblical view of marriage as being between one man and one woman, signifying to us the spiritual 
union that is between Christ and His Church.

SIN AND EDUCATION
We confess that human life in its entirety is religion, unfolding itself as service of one true God or of a God-substitute;

That in sin, people have repudiated God in favour of God-substitutes with the result that they are cut off from the 
knowledge of God, of themselves, and of the meaning of the creation, so that the light that they suppose they have is 
darkness and their wisdom is folly;

That, apart from the man Christ Jesus, no person is exempted from this falsifying of knowledge through sin, but from 
conception all alike grope in darkness, being blinded to the meaning of life, of the world, and of people themselves;

That no area of human knowledge is free of this sinful falsifying;

That true education is possible only where the fear of God is re-established by God’s grace in the heart of a person as the 
indispensable foundation of all wisdom and knowledge.

REDEMPTION IN CHRIST
We confess that God in Christ by the cross has restored the whole creation to harmony with himself, making all things new 
in Christ;

That, although the fulfilment of this restoration awaits the future revelation of Christ in glory, yet, in principle, by the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the world, it is a present reality to be reckoned with in faith in every area of life;

That Christ in his redemption, by his Holy Spirit, is creating from broken people a new regenerated humanity, his church, 
who is bound in covenant community to Christ as Head;

That this covenant community is God’s appointed means, through the power of the Holy Spirit within the community, for 
communicating the redemption of Christ to the world;

That, although by the grace of God, people who reject the Word of God as the ordering principle of life provide 
many valuable insights into the common structure of reality, yet the religious direction of their thought remains radically 
opposed to that of the covenant community in Christ, there can be no possibility of a synthesis of their systems of thought 
with scripturally directed thought which Christ’s covenant community is called to pursue.
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THE HUMAN TASK
We confess that all things are created by God and, as his creation remain under his government, upheld by his power, and 
existing for his glory;

That it is the human task to unfold the meaning that God, the creator has given to the creation;

That a person can fulfil this task only as, dependent on the Holy Spirit, they function in subjection to the law by which God 
orders his creation;

That the creation is neither chaotic nor meaningless, because God has graciously preserved and sustained it in spite of 
the disruptive effects of human sin, and kept it subject to his law so that mankind is not a meaning maker, but instead may 
see the structure and meaning of God’s creation.  That people cannot truly know the creation in this God-given meaning 
without an obedient listening to Scripture as God’s written Word in the light of which he studies the creation.  

That the law of the Creator finds its coherence and meaning in Christ who is the First and the Last, the Beginning and End 
of the creation of God.  That true education is the unfolding to the child of the creation in harmony with the order and 
meaning it has in Christ, so that the child may be prepared and equipped for their office and calling in his world as God’s 
image-bearer and steward.

THE SPECIAL TASK OF PARENTS
We confess that God has given parents the responsibility for the nurture of their covenant children by discipline and 
instruction according to the Word of the Lord;

That, to enable them to carry out this responsibility, God has given parents authority over their children to guide and 
direct them in the way of righteousness;

That, God has given children, on their part, a corresponding responsibility to honour, respect and obey their parents in 
the Lord;

That faithful training of children means instructing them in the covenant revealed in Scripture by which God binds his 
people to himself in wholehearted love, which covenant is the key to the fulfilment of all human life;

That while parents may invite others to share with them in the nurture of their children, the responsibility to determine the 
character and religious direction of the education of their children in every respect remains primarily the responsibility of 
the parents.
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THE SPECIAL TASK OF THE SCHOOL
We confess that true education is the preparation and equipping of the child for his office and calling as God’s image-
bearer and steward in this world;

That a school where Christ is confessed as Head of the educational task in harmony with the Scripture is a valid expression 
of the life of the covenant community redeemed in Christ;

That it is the special task of the school to lead the child to discern the meaning and structure of the creation under the 
guidance of the Word of God, and to train the child in the use and development of his God-given talents, so that he may 
be equipped to serve Christ as King in all spheres of life to the glory of God and the well-being of his fellow men;

That the School, under Christ and by his Holy Spirit, is to advance the reign of Christ on earth in accordance with its 
special task so that his kingdom may come to expression here and now, though with much imperfection and weakness, and 
so that our Lord may find us busy in his garden when he comes in glory;

That parents, with their children, united in Christ for the special task of the school, together with teachers and others who 
share with them a common profession of faith, constitute a Christian school community, that is not in subjection to church, 
or state, or any other outside authority, but is subject to Christ who only rules over all;

That, while the school is entitled to expect freedom from interference in its special task, it is required to respect and 
uphold all legitimate authority, in particular the authority of family, church, and state and to encourage this respect in the 
child according to the Word of God;

That the authority of the teacher, to which the student is subject within the school and which is to be upheld by the whole 
school community, is given for the effective nurture of the child within the limits of the special task of the school and is to 
be used only for this purpose with the recognition that all authority is of God to whom all who exercise authority must 
give account.
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Our Confession
Confessing Christ as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, the redeemer and 
renewer of all our life, we pursue 
the educational task together, with 
confident hope and humble reliance 
on God who, for Jesus’ sake, sent 
his Holy Spirit to lead us into the 
truth, which is Christ, and with glad 
submission to the Word of God as the 
guide of all our endeavour, that in all 
things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, whose is the glory and the 
dominion for ever and ever.  
Amen.
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